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African Perspectives On Colonialism
This book examines the evolution of post-colonial African Studies through the eyes of Africanists from the Anabaptist
(Mennonite and Church of the Brethren) community. The book chronicles the lives of twenty-two academics and
practitioners whose work spans from the immediate post-colonial period in the 1960s to the present day, a period in
which decolonization and development have dominated scholarly and practitioner debate. Reflecting the values and
perspectives they shared with the Mennonite Central Committee and other church-sponsored organizations, the authors
consider their own personal journeys and professional careers, the power of the prevailing scholarly paradigms they
encountered, and the realities of post-colonial Africa. Coming initially from Anabaptist service programs, the authors
ultimately made wider contributions to comparative religion, church leadership, literature, music, political science, history,
anthropology, economics and banking, health and healing, public health, extension education, and community
development. The personal histories and reflections of the authors provide an important glimpse into the intellectual and
cultural perspectives that shaped the work of Africanist scholars and practitioners in the post-colonial period. The book
reminds us that the work of every Africanist is shaped by their own life stories.
The poor economic performance of some African countries since independence has been a major concern to both
African leaders and policy makers. This volume, which draws together contributions from academics based in Africa and
its diaspora, situates the continent within its historic and socio-political background: from the 1960s, the decade of
independence, through to its development outlook as the new millennium unfolds. It examines a broad range of
contemporary issues -- from development and culture to linguistics and is unique in identifying and examining issues that
are common both to Africa and the diaspora.
The contributors not only study state breakdown but compare the consequences of post-communism with those of postcolonialism.
Schouler Lecture Fund.
Based on the idea that Africa was already becoming modern before being derailed by colonialism, the author insists that
Africa can get back on track and advocates a renewed engagement with modernity. Tools toward shaping a positive
future for Africa are immigration, capitalism, democracy, and globalization.
In 1870 barely one tenth of Africa was under European control. By 1914 only about one tenth – Abyssinia (Ethiopia) and
Liberia – was not. This book offers a clear and concise account of the ‘scramble’ or ‘race’ for Africa, the period of
around 20 years during which European powers carved up the continent with little or no consultation of its inhabitants. In
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her classic overview, M.E. Chamberlain: Contrasts the Victorian image of Africa with what we now know of African
civilisation and history Examines in detail case histories from Egypt to Zimbabwe Argues that the history and background
of Africa are as important as European politics and diplomacy in understanding the 'scramble' Considers the
historiography of the topic, taking into account Marxist and anti-Marxist, financial, economic, political and strategic
theories of European imperialism This indispensible introduction, now in a fully updated third edition, provides the most
accessible survey of the ‘scramble for Africa’ currently available. The new edition includes primary source material
unpublished elsewhere, new illustrations and additional pedagogical features. It is the perfect starting point for any study
of this period in African history.
Home to more than 1.2 billion people, living in 54 recognized states, speaking around 3,000 languages, Africa is a
diverse and complex continent made up of states which differ in regard to their colonial history, political system, socioeconomic development, economic polices and their experience with crises and conflicts. This introduction and overview
of African history and politics since decolonization emphasises throughout, the diversity of the continent. Organised
thematically to include chapters on decolonization and its legacies, external influences, economics, political systems,
inter-African relations, crises, conflicts and conflict management, and Africa's external relations, Martin Welz strikes a fine
balance between the use of contextual information, analysis, case studies and examples with theoretical debates in
development, politics and global policy. Accessible to students at all levels, it counters histories which offer reductive
explanations of complex issues, and offers new insights into the role African actors have played in influencing
international affairs beyond the continent.
This Handbook offers a comprehensive treatment of transformations of the state, from its origins in different parts of the world and different
time periods to its transformations since World War II in the advanced industrial countries, the post-Communist world, and the Global South.
Leading experts in their fields, from Europe and North America, discuss conceptualizations and theories of the state and the transformations
of the state in its engagement with a changing international environment as well as with changing domestic economic, social, and political
challenges. The Handbook covers different types of states in the Global South (from failed to predatory, rentier and developmental), in
different kinds of advanced industrial political economies (corporatist, statist, liberal, import substitution industrialization), and in various postCommunist countries (Russia, China, successor states to the USSR, and Eastern Europe). It also addresses crucial challenges in different
areas of state intervention, from security to financial regulation, migration, welfare states, democratization and quality of democracy, ethnonationalism, and human development. The volume makes a compelling case that far from losing its relevance in the face of globalization, the
state remains a key actor in all areas of social and economic life, changing its areas of intervention, its modes of operation, and its structures
in adaption to new international and domestic challenges.
Kris Manjapra weaves together the study of colonialism over the past 500 years, across the globe's continents and seas. This captivating
work vividly evokes living human histories, introducing the reader to interlocking pasts and ongoing legacies of colonialism through the study
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of: war, conquest, militarization, extractive economies, migration and diaspora, racialization, biopolitical management, and unruly and creative
responses and resistances. He describes some of the most salient political, social, and cultural constellations of our present across the
Americas, Africa, Asia, and Europe. By exploring the dissimilar, yet entwined, histories of settler colonialism, racial slavery, and empire
across Asia, Manjapra exposes the enduring role of colonial force and freedom struggle in the making of our modern world.
Making a fresh contribution to our understanding of the history of Angola, this book explores the impact of social, political and economic
change upon the largest ethnic group of the country, the Ovimbundu. Based on extensive fieldwork conducted in Angola, including oral
testimonies and life stories, participant-observation, and archival materials, this book shifts the viewpoint from the colonial enterprise,
international politics and ideological alignments to focus on African experiences and responses. The author analyses the transformations
introduced by Christianity and colonialisation and how they contributed to politicised modern notions of ethnic identity, creating communal
imaginaries that began manifesting during Angolan’s anti-colonial war. He then explains how the weaving of this ethno-political landscape
assisted UNITA’s mobilisation of significant parts of the Ovimbundu during the civil-war, essentially deepening popular belief in the axiom
Ovimbundu-UNITA, and how the latter created a national imaginary that echoed social anxieties and moral discourses. The book then
explores the links between ethnicity, politics and war on the quality of post-war citizenship in Angola, particularly on people’s integration in
the citizenry or marginalisation from it. Articulating a reading of ethnicity that connects high politics and elite based explanations with how
ordinary people feel and discuss ethnicity, politics and citizenship, this book will be of interest to scholars of African history and politics, as
well as ethnicity and nationalism.
DIVThe discursive construction of Africa under colonialism, with an emphasis on the part played by African writers themselves./div
A prizewinning historian's epic account of the scramble to control equatorial Africa In just three decades at the end of the nineteenth century,
the heart of Africa was utterly transformed. Virtually closed to outsiders for centuries, by the early 1900s the rainforest of the Congo River
basin was one of the most brutally exploited places on earth. In Land of Tears, historian Robert Harms reconstructs the chaotic process by
which this happened. Beginning in the 1870s, traders, explorers, and empire builders from Arabia, Europe, and America moved rapidly into
the region, where they pioneered a deadly trade in ivory and rubber for Western markets and in enslaved labor for the Indian Ocean rim.
Imperial conquest followed close behind. Ranging from remote African villages to European diplomatic meetings to Connecticut piano-key
factories, Land of Tears reveals how equatorial Africa became fully, fatefully, and tragically enmeshed within our global world.
Exploring the fraught processes of Spaniards' efforts to formulate a national identity - from the Enlightenment to the present - this book
focuses on the nation's Islamic-African legacy, disputing the received wisdom that Spain has consistently rejected its historical relationship to
Muslims and Africans.
Development has remained elusive in Africa. Through theoretical contributions and case studies focusing on Southern Africa’s former white
settler states, South Africa and Zimbabwe, this volume responds to the current need to rethink (and unthink) development in the region. The
authors explore how Africa can adapt Western development models suited to its political, economic, social and cultural circumstances, while
rejecting development practices and discourses based on exploitative capitalist and colonial tendencies. Beyond the legacies of colonialism,
the volume also explores other factors impacting development, including regional politics, corruption, poor policies on empowerment and
indigenization, and socio-economic and cultural barriers.
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"An enthralling story . . . A work of history that reads like a novel." — Christian Science Monitor “As Hochschild’s brilliant book
demonstrates, the great Congo scandal prefigured our own times . . . This book must be read and reread.” — Los Angeles Times
Book Review In the late nineteenth century, as the European powers were carving up Africa, King Leopold II of Belgium carried
out a brutal plundering of the territory surrounding the Congo River. Ultimately slashing the area’s population by ten million, he still
managed to shrewdly cultivate his reputation as a great humanitarian. A tale far richer than any novelist could invent, King
Leopold’s Ghost is the horrifying account of a megalomaniac of monstrous proportions. It is also the deeply moving portrait of
those who defied Leopold: African rebel leaders who fought against hopeless odds and a brave handful of missionaries, travelers,
and young idealists who went to Africa for work or adventure but unexpectedly found themselves witnesses to a holocaust and
participants in the twentieth century’s first great human rights movement. A National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist A New
York Times Notable Book
The classic work of political, economic, and historical analysis, powerfully introduced by Angela Davis In his short life, the
Guyanese intellectual Walter Rodney emerged as one of the leading thinkers and activists of the anticolonial revolution, leading
movements in North America, South America, the African continent, and the Caribbean. In each locale, Rodney found himself a
lightning rod for working class Black Power. His deportation catalyzed 20th century Jamaica's most significant rebellion, the 1968
Rodney riots, and his scholarship trained a generation how to think politics at an international scale. In 1980, shortly after founding
of the Working People's Alliance in Guyana, the 38-year-old Rodney would be assassinated. In his magnum opus, How Europe
Underdeveloped Africa, Rodney incisively argues that grasping "the great divergence" between the west and the rest can only be
explained as the exploitation of the latter by the former. This meticulously researched analysis of the abiding repercussions of
European colonialism on the continent of Africa has not only informed decades of scholarship and activism, it remains an
indispensable study for grasping global inequality today.
How colonial governments in Asia and Africa financed their activities and why fiscal systems varied across colonies reveals the
nature and long-term effects of colonial rule.
Today, the East African state of Tanzania is renowned for wildlife preserves such as the Serengeti National Park, the Ngorongoro
Conservation Area, and the Selous Game Reserve. Yet few know that most of these initiatives emerged from decades of German
colonial rule. This book gives the first full account of Tanzanian wildlife conservation up until World War I, focusing upon elephant
hunting and the ivory trade as vital factors in a shift from exploitation to preservation that increasingly excluded indigenous
Africans. Analyzing the formative interactions between colonial governance and the natural world, The Nature of German
Imperialism situates East African wildlife policies within the global emergence of conservationist sensibilities around 1900.
Nineteenth-century French writers and travelers imagined Muslim colonies in North Africa to be realms of savage violence, lurid
sexuality, and primitive madness. Colonial Madness traces the genealogy and development of this idea from the beginnings of
colonial expansion to the present, revealing the ways in which psychiatry has been at once a weapon in the arsenal of colonial
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racism, an innovative branch of medical science, and a mechanism for negotiating the meaning of difference for republican
citizenship. Drawing from extensive archival research and fieldwork in France and North Africa, Richard Keller offers much more
than a history of colonial psychology. Colonial Madness explores the notion of what French thinkers saw as an inherent mental,
intellectual, and behavioral rift marked by the Mediterranean, as well as the idea of the colonies as an experimental space freed
from the limitations of metropolitan society and reason. These ideas have modern relevance, Keller argues, reflected in French
thought about race and debates over immigration and France’s postcolonial legacy.
Africa and the West presents a fascinating array of primary sources to engage readers in the history of Africa's long and troubled
relationship with the West. Many of the sources have not previously appeared in print, or in books readily available to students.
Volume 2 picks up on the theme of conquest and covers the implementation of colonial rule, education, labor, nationalist
movements, the world wars, decolonization, and independence. These documents include a German school examination for
African children, the Natives Land Act from South Africa, a report on the impact of colonialism on women from the founder of the
Women's League of the African National Congress, and Nelson Mandela's presidential address "No Easy Walk to Freedom."
Intended for a broad audience, Colonial Mentality in Africa explores the lingering effects of colonization in present day Africa.
Despite the independence of all African nations from their former colonizers mental slavery still persists. This new work explores
the social climate of Africa and the thriving "colonial mentality." The book explores issues such as matriarchy, religion, tradition
and values, law, the influence of Islam, and government.
Based on documents from a long-lost and unexplored colonial archive, Slavery by Any Other Name tells the story of how Portugal privatized
part of its empire to the Mozambique Company. In the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the company governed central Mozambique
under a royal charter and built a vast forced labor regime camouflaged by the rhetoric of the civilizing mission. Oral testimonies from more
than one hundred Mozambican elders provide a vital counterpoint to the perspectives of colonial officials detailed in the archival records of
the Mozambique Company. Putting elders' voices into dialogue with officials' reports, Eric Allina reconstructs this modern form of slavery,
explains the impact this coercive labor system had on Africans’ lives, and describes strategies they used to mitigate or deflect its burdens. In
analyzing Africans’ responses to colonial oppression, Allina documents how some Africans succeeded in recovering degrees of sovereignty,
not through resistance, but by placing increasing burdens on fellow Africans—a dynamic that paralleled developments throughout much of the
continent. This volume also traces the international debate on slavery, labor, and colonialism that ebbed and flowed during the first several
decades of the twentieth century, exploring a conversation that extended from the backwoods of the Mozambique-Zimbabwe borderlands to
ministerial offices in Lisbon and London. Slavery by Any Other Name situates this history of forced labor in colonial Africa within the broader
and deeper history of empire, slavery, and abolition, showing how colonial rule in Africa simultaneously continued and transformed past forms
of bondage.
Development in Modern Africa: Past and Present Perspectives contributes to our understanding of Africa’s experiences with the
development process. It does so by adopting a historical and contemporary analysis of this experience. The book is set within the context of
critiques on development in Africa that have yielded two general categories of analysis: skepticism and pessimism. While not overlooking the
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shortcomings of development, the themes in the book express an optimistic view of Africa’s development experiences, highlighting elements
that can be tapped into to enhance the condition of African populations and their states. By using case studies from precolonial, colonial, and
postcolonial Africa, contributors to the volume demonstrate that human instincts to improve material, social and spiritual words are universal.
They are not limited to the Western world, which the term and process of development are typically associated with. Before and after contact
with the West, Africans have actively created institutions and values that they have actively employed to improve individual and community
lives. This innovative spirit has motivated Africans to integrate or experiment with new values and structures, challenges, and solutions to
human welfare that resulted from contact with colonialism and the postcolonial global community. The book will be of interest to academics in
the fields of history, African studies, and regional studies.
A damning exploration of the many ways in which the effects and logic of anti-black colonialism continue to inform our modern world.
Colonialism and imperialism are often thought to be distant memories, whether they're glorified in Britain's collective nostalgia or taught as a
sin of the past in history classes. This idea is bolstered by the emergence of India, China, Argentina and other non-western nations as leading
world powers. Multiculturalism, immigration and globalization have led traditionalists to fear that the west is in decline and that white people
are rapidly being left behind; progressives and reactionaries alike espouse the belief that we live in a post-racial society. But imperialism, as
Kehinde Andrews argues, is alive and well. It's just taken a new form: one in which the U.S. and not Europe is at the center of Western
dominion, and imperial power looks more like racial capitalism than the expansion of colonial holdings. The International Monetary Fund,
World Bank, World Trade Organization and even the United Nations are only some of these modern mechanisms of Western imperialism. Yet
these imperialist logics and tactics are not limited to just the west or to white people, as in the neocolonial relationship between China and
Africa. Diving deep into the concepts of racial capitalism and racial patriarchy, Andrews adds nuance and context to these often oversimplified narratives, challenging the right and the left in equal measure. Andrews takes the reader from genocide to slavery to colonialism,
deftly explaining the histories of these phenomena, how their justifications are linked, and how they continue to shape our world to this day.
The New Age of Empire is a damning indictment of white-centered ideologies from Marxism to neoliberalism, and a reminder that our
histories are never really over.
The first book on the controversial subject of colonialism in Africa from the perspective of an African author.There are a lot of people
pontificating these days about colonization and the British Empire. Those who view British colonialism as entirely bad often express
themselves with venom and fury - attacking anyone who does not agree with them. Here is a book by an African on this vexed subject.The
common narrative about colonialism in Africa is that it brought only oppression and injustice, and that nothing positive was accomplished in
the colonial years. This is palpable nonsense. Of course injustices took place, but the oppression-and-injustice narrative does not tell the
whole story.After twenty years of meticulous research, the author demonstrates that Africa's colonial epoch was a period of rapid economic
growth that improved the life expectancy of most Africans. The lives of tens of millions of Africans were saved by European medicines. Then
the abolition of slavery which was rife in pre-colonial Africa was instigated by colonists, as were the foundations of modern democracy and
women's rights. Mass education was also introduced to a continent where there was 90% illiteracy.The conclusion of this book is simple and
beyond dispute: Africans were better off at the end of the colonial period than they were in the pre-colonial years. The argument is at all times
clearly expressed and based on the soundest research.
One of the pioneers of 20th-century African history examines the perceptions and responses of Africans to European colonialism of the late
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19th and early 20th century. This edition of Boahen's text, originally published in 1989, is contextualized in a new foreword by Lonsdale,
updating some of Boahen's findings and interpretations.
This collection brings much-needed focus to the vibrancy and vitality of minority and marginal writing about empire, and to their implications
as expressions of embodied contact between imperial power and those negotiating its consequences from "below." The chapters explore how
less powerful and less privileged actors in metropolitan and colonial societies within the British Empire have made use of the written word and
of the power of speech, public performance, and street politics. This book breaks new ground by combining work about marginalized figures
from within Britain as well as counterparts in the colonies, ranging from published sources such as indigenous newspapers to ordinary and
everyday writings including diaries, letters, petitions, ballads, suicide notes, and more. Each chapter engages with the methodological
implications of working with everyday scribblings and asks what these alternate modernities and histories mean for the larger critique of the
"imperial archive" that has shaped much of the most interesting writing on empire in the past decade.
This book contains different reflections on leadership and institutions in Africa. Drawing from different ideological and methodological
orientations, the book highlights how leadership and institutions have shaped and continue to shape the trajectory of Africa’s political and
economic development. The book explores different epochs in Africa’s history, from the era of colonialism to the period of nationalist
movements, and up to post-colonial Africa. Essays in the volume engage with major actors and important institutions that defined each era.
By presenting various reflections and representations of leadership and institutions in Africa, this book attempts to make the connection
between leadership and institutions on the one hand, and between these variables and Africa’s development on the other. Similar to most
studies on Africa’s political economy, the book considers the role of external forces whether operationalized through direct interventions as
was the case during the colonial era, or through subtle imposition of policies as has been the new model in post-colonial times. Drawing from
these lenses, issues around Africa’s dependency on external interventions, neo-colonialism, neoliberalism, and disregard for Africa’s culture
are explored and contextualized within the framework of leadership and institutions.

This text explores critical perspectives on the intersections between colonialism, political violence, and environmentalism
to deepen our understanding of genocide and genocidal violence.
This book investigates development in British, French and Portuguese colonial Africa during the last decades of colonial
rule. During this period, development became the central concept underpinning the relationship between metropolitan
Europe and colonial Africa. Combining historiographical accounts with analyses from other academic viewpoints, this
book investigates a range of contexts, from agriculture to mass media. With its focus on the conceptual side of
development and its broad geographical scope, it offers new and unique perspectives. An extensive introduction
contextualises the individual chapters and makes the book an up-to-date point of entry into the subject of colonial
development, not only for a specialist readership, but also for students of history, development and postcolonial studies.
Written by scholars from Africa, Europe and North America, Developing Africa is a uniquely international dialogue on this
vital chapter of twentieth-century transnational history.
John Hargreaves examines how the British, French, Belgian,
Spanish and Portuguese colonies in tropical Africa became
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independent in the postwar years, and in doing so transformed the international landscape. African demands for
independence and colonial plans for reform - central to the story - are seen here in the wider context of changing
international relationships.
African Voices on Structural Adjustment presents 14 in-depth studies on the history and future of structural adjustment in
Africa. Each study appraises the performance of structural adjustment policies (SAPs) with respect to a particular sector
or issue. Each evaluates the compatibility of SAPs with the requirements for long-term development in Africa. And, most
importantly, each presents a truly African perspective. The contributors represent an outstanding collection of leading
African economists and development experts. This volume is intended as a companion to Our Continent, Our Future. It
will appeal to students, professors, academics, and researchers in development, economics, and African studies;
professionals in donor organizations around the world; and economic policymakers in both the governmental and nongovernmental sectors
Frederick Cooper's book on the history of decolonization and independence in Africa is part of the textbook series New
Approaches to African History. This text will help students understand the historical process out of which Africa's position
in the world has emerged. Bridging the divide between colonial and post-colonial history, it allows readers to see just
what political independence did and did not signify and how men and women, peasants and workers, religious leaders
and local leaders sought to refashion the way they lived, worked, and interacted with each other.
In this comprehensive and original study, a distinguished specialist and scholar of African affairs argues that the current
crisis in African development can be traced directly to European colonial rule, which left the continent with a "singularly
difficult legacy" that is unique in modern history. Crawford Young proposes a new conception of the state, weighing the
different characteristics of earlier European empires (including those of Holland, Portugal, England, and Venice) and
distilling their common qualities. He then presents a concise and wide-ranging history of colonization in Africa, from the
era of construction through consolidation and decolonization. Young argues that several qualities combined to make the
European colonial experience in Africa distinctive. The high number of nations competing for power around the continent
and the necessity to achieve effective occupation swiftly yet make the colonies self-financing drove colonial powers
toward policies of "ruthless extractive action." The persistent, virulent racism that established a distance between rulers
and subjects was especially central to African colonial history. Young concludes by turning his sights to other regions of
the once-colonized world, comparing the fates of former African colonies to their counterparts elsewhere. In tracing both
the overarching traits and variations in African colonial states, he makes a strong case that colonialism has played a
critical role in shaping the fate of this troubled continent.
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For many Americans the mention of Africa immediately conjures up images of safaris, ferocious animals, strangely
dressed "tribesmen," and impenetrable jungles. Although the occasional newspaper headline mentions authoritarian rule,
corruption, genocide, devastating illnesses, or civil war in Africa, the collective American consciousness still carries
strong mental images of Africa that are reflected in advertising, movies, amusement parks, cartoons, and many other
corners of society. Few think to question these perceptions or how they came to be so deeply lodged in American minds.
Mistaking Africa looks at the historical evolution of this mind-set and examines the role that popular media plays in its
creation. The authors address the most prevalent myths and preconceptions and demonstrate how these prevent a true
understanding of the enormously diverse peoples and cultures of Africa.Updated throughout, the fourth edition covers the
entire continent (North and sub-Saharan Africa) and provides new analysis of topics such as social media and the
Internet, the Ebola crisis, celebrity aid, and the Arab Spring. Mistaking Africa is an important book for African studies
courses and for anyone interested in unravelling American misperceptions about the continent.
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