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In Islamic culture, calligraphy has long been considered
a quintessential art form. This beautiful writing practice
constitutes an expression of piety, and calligraphers are
among the most highly esteemed artists. Traces of the
Calligrapher portrays the intimate world of the
calligrapher during the early modern period of Islamic
culture. It brings together the “tools of the trade”—works
in their own right that are rarely exhibited or
published—and the exquisite art made with these
functional objects in India, Iran, and Turkey. This richly
illustrated and fascinating book presents exceptional
works of the 17th through 19th centuries, drawn primarily
from an unrivaled private collection. It features pens, pen
boxes, chests, tables, paper scissors, knives, burnishers,
and book bindings of superb manufacture and design,
accompanied by examples of calligraphy that were
executed as practice exercise, occasional works, wall
hangings, and manuscripts.
A perfect gift for anyone who wants to learn the "write"
way to craft calligraphy. Calligraphy is about creating
something uniquely beautiful, whether to celebrate a
special occasion like marriage or to use every day in the
form of stationery. Author Molly Suber Thorpe, an awardwinning wedding invitation designer and calligrapher
based in Los Angeles, works closely with her
international clients to give them the distinctive products
they're looking for. In Modern Calligraphy, you can learn
from this experienced expert how to master this fresh
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modern lettering style. The first book to teach this bold
new style breaks the calligraphy process down into
simple steps so anyone can learn to create their own
stunning wedding invitations, thank you cards, gift tags,
and more. Starting with an overview of the supplies—from
paper to ink to pens—you will learn how to form letters,
words, and then phrases by following Molly's clear stepby-step instructions, and by practicing with the provided
templates. After mastering letter forms using a pointed
pen and ink you can take it to the next level by learning
how to use watercolor and gouache, or how to digitize
your calligraphy. The twenty projects in the book provide
lots of inspiration for making your own and are grouped
into three sections: weddings, entertainment, and
personal stationery. With loads of ideas, practice
exercises, and helpful tips, soon you will be turning out
gorgeous script calligraphy pieces like the ones featured
in wedding magazines and popular websites like
Pinterest.
A fantastically fun book for those who love classic Arabic
calligraphy, This islamic coloring book contains 50
designs to colour in and enjoy, with each design made
up of Arabic lettering surrounded by beautiful Islamic
themed and old-school wild-style, graffiti art flavors. In
expressing art there is no right way or wrong. Everything
that you deem beautiful is art. Art is soul-food. This
colouring book is another step to reach out to those who
have a yearning to combine innate artistic talents with
the spiritual.This book combines both art-forms with
style, funk, flow and finesse. Kick your feet, up relax and
unwind with this fun stress-relieving book today!
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Beautifully illustrated, this is an essential reference work
for students and connoisseurs of calligraphy alike.
The Naskh script is one of the six major calligraphy
scripts of Arabic origin. It was first used in Hejaz as the
written communication of personal and official
correspondences. It took its name ("transcription") from
its use in making copies of books and and musaHif
(copies of the Koran). It is beloved for its beauty, clarity,
and smooth and speedy writing style, and thus has
become the most widely used script in modern times,
most often seen in books and education materials. This
book will examine the rules and standards of writing
Naskh. It will examine pen angles, shapes, spacing,
letter formation, letter proportions, line rules, counter,
letter groups, ligatures, letter similarities, ductus, and
much more.
This is the most comprehensive Arabic alphabet
textbook ever presented to those learning Arabic as a
second language. Each Arabic letter is given a full
examination, including its characteristics, points of
articulation and different shapes, along with many
exercises to practice reading and writing the script. The
rules of writing are also analyzed, as well as both naskh
and ruqah scripts, dots, line rules, ligatures, ascending
and descending letters, goblet shapes, plate shapes,
diphthongs and Arabic handwriting, and everything else
you would expect from an Arabic alphabet textbook. You
will learn the characteristics of the Arabic letters (e.g.
emphatic and vibrating sounds) and Letters with
Meaning. There is a section with a list of words whose
pronunciation is the same as their English cognates, and
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other mnemonic techniques. We discuss the theory of
perfect proportion for stand-alone letters, essential in
balanced Arabic script. All texts are fully vocalized.
Arabic script is one of the world’s most widely used
writing systems, for Arabic and non-Arabic languages
alike. J. R. Osborn traces its evolution from the earliest
inscriptions to digital fonts, from calligraphy to print and
beyond. Students of communication, contemporary
practitioners, and historians will find this narrative
enlightening.
Master Arabic script--in which the Koran is written--with this
straightforward guide from Teach Yourself. Read and Write
Arabic Script is a clear step-by-step guide to the written
language, with plenty of examples from real-life texts to show
how it works in context and lots of exercises to reinforce your
learning. This edition has an easy-to-read page design. Now
fully updated to make your language learning experience fun
and interactive. You can still rely on the benefits of a top
language teacher and our years of teaching experience, but
now added learning features within the course and online.
Family guide, Dazzling details in folded front cover.
Inleiding in de calligrafie van de Arabische taal.
With a photo-rich teaching method that's welcoming to
everyone, this introduction helps you use ink and a qalam a
traditional reed pen to create flowing, timelessly decorative
lines of Arabic script. The book begins with the history behind
this art that decorates writings and architecture worldwide.
Master calligrapher Alani next shows you how to choose the
materials and prepare your tools. After a quick introduction to
how the Arabic language works, he guides you through
exercises to help you successfully write the 28 Arabic letters,
join them together, and finally assemble them into phrases.
Once you have mastered the basics, explore creating graphic
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compositions in each of seven major styles (Kufic, Thuluth,
Naskh, Persian, Turkish, Riqaa and Maghrebi). Sometimes it
takes years to be able to decipher a composition, but
meanwhile, you can enjoy its aesthetic beauty. This guide
helps beginners, like centuries of people before them, create
graceful, meaningful art from words."
"THULUTH" is a game changing instructional book that aims
to teach the art of Arabic Calligraphy in a truly comprehensive
and step-wise method. The book looks to synergize traditional
techniques of learning the art that have survived the test of
time with contemporary learning methods that have proven to
develop skills faster than ever. The result is a book that is not
only an ultimate road map for absolute beginners but also a
timeless guide for experienced calligraphers.
This book will introduce the reader to many of the common
Arabic idioms, with translations and their closest English
equivalents. It includes many essential phrases, from both
colloquial Arabic idioms and the timeless classical phrases
that have remained unchanged over the years. One of the
advantages of the classic Arabic idioms is that they are
familiar to people all over the Arab world and beyond. They
feature in everybody's everyday speech on a daily basis.
Although, many modern phrases in colloquial Arabic are
limited to a particular country or region and change rapidly
with fashions, Egyptian phrases have a wider currency and
are well known across the majority of the Arabic-speaking
world. The book, therefore, also offers a wide range of
modern phrases drawn mainly from Egyptian colloquial
Arabic.
Limited time special offer! The purpose of this book is to help
you learn the basis of the arabic alphabet. Repeating the
exercise will allow you to develop accuracy and help you
visually to memorize the shapes of each arabic letter. Each
writing page is preceded by an illustration to bring a fun side
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to learning. We hope you will enjoy this book. The book is
printed on very good quality paper with a beautiful, easy to
carry.

An accessible introduction to the quintessential art form
of the Islamic world How to Read Islamic Calligraphy
explores the preeminence of the written word as a
means of creative expression throughout the Islamic
world. Aimed at a general audience, the book introduces
all five major Islamic calligraphic script types,
demonstrates their distinctive visual characteristics, and
explains the various contexts in which each one came to
be used, whether for transcribing the Qur'an, composing
poetry, or issuing written edicts from the sultan's court.
Numerous examples illustrate how the transmission of
these styles and techniques from master to pupil was
fundamental to the flourishing of Islamic calligraphy, and
handwriting models from as early as the 10th century
continue to inspire students of calligraphy today.
Superbly illustrated, the works discussed include
manuscripts, glass, metalware, and ceramic tiles. This
accessible and engaging book traces the progression of
calligraphic styles over centuries and across
geographical regions, affirming the spectacular range of
creative possibilities afforded by this unique art form.
This major reference work covers all aspects of
architectural inscriptions in the Muslim world: the artists
and their patrons, what inscriptions add to architectural
design, what materials were used, what their purpose
was and how they infuse buildings with meaning. From
Spain to China, and from the Middle Ages to our own
lifetime, Islamic architecture and calligraphy are
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inexorably intertwined. Mosques, dervish lodges,
mausolea, libraries, even baths and market places bear
masterpieces of calligraphy that rival the most refined of
books and scrolls.
Proceedings of the Fifth Biennial Hamad bin Khalifa
Symposium on Islamic Art, November 9-11, 2013,
Palermo, Sicily.
Please note that the content of this book primarily
consists of articles available from Wikipedia or other free
sources online. Pages: 28. Chapters: Abu Saymeh,
Basmala, Diwani, Hijazi script, Islamic calligraphy, Jeli
Thuluth, Kufic, Maghrebi script, Mashq, Muhaqqaq,
Naskh (script), Ruqah script, Shakir Hassan Al Said, Sini
(script), Tevki, Wajih Nahle.
Slanted Calligraphy Paper has squares to practice
Arabic lettering, including space to write the meaning of
each arabic word. This paper is useful for children or
adults who are learning the arabic language. It is
traditional to write right to left. Dimensions: 8" x 10" .
High quality paper and white background. Perfect for
gifts: Surprise your loved ones with a different present.
Looks at the history and the philosophical, theological,
and cultural significance of Arabic script, tracing its
development through both secular and religious realms.
This lavishly illustrated volume takes the reader through
a journey of some six centuries of development of the
refined arts of calligraphy and illumination in the Islamic
world. Much has been written on the dawn and early
stages of the development of Arabic script and the
position of calligraphy as an art form within Islamic
civilization. This catalogue seeks to follow this story
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further into the golden age of Islamic calligraphy and its
appreciation and patronage as the chief form of artistic
expression from Islamic Spain to China. The works of art
carefully selected for this catalogue, which accompanies
an exhibition at the prestigious Sam Fogg gallery in
London, follow the impact of the introduction of paper
into the Islamic world and its effect on both the quality
and the scope of the calligraphic art form. Paper - rather
than parchment - allowed for inscriptions to be penned
on a massive scale, and one of the highlights here is a
monumental half line from the so-called 'Baysunghur'
Qur'an, which was probably the largest Qur'an
manuscript commissioned by an imperial court. The
transition to paper also witnessed the codification of the
'six pens' or six recognized cursive scripts, which still
hold. From this standardization of the script styles,
lineages of recognized calligraphy masters were
established. Calligraphers became hailed as artists and
were highly valued at imperial courts. In the great age of
the Ottoman Turks, the Safavid Persians and the
Mughals in North India, there are numerous accounts of
calligraphers moving between these Islamic empires by
ever more lavish promises of patronage. The
Pandnameh of Loqman, A book of advice of 1534-35
and made in Bukhara is one such example. The
calligrapher Mahmud ibn Ishaq [al-Shahabi] was likely
taken to Bukhara after the occupation of his native Herat
in 1528-29, when 'Ubaidullah Khan, the Uzbek ruler, took
many of the city's prized artists and calligraphers with
him back to his capital. The position of prominence of
calligraphy within the Islamic courts is highlighted by the
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development of the lavish arts of illumination, book
binding and other aspects of the art of the book. The
intricate designs which developed to decorate the
margins and the interlinear space between the lines of
text became a recognized art form in itself. Designs
ranged from dazzling geometric compositions to scenes
of nature populated by fabulous creatures. The
combination of masterful calligraphy and radiant
illumination produced princely works of art for the most
discerning of imperial patrons. 'The Ball and Mallet' or
halnama by Mahmud Ibn Muhammad 'Arifi al-Haravi, for
example, is a Sufi text produced at the court of Shah
Tahmasp c. 1540 and its wonderful illuminated borders
are attributable to Aqa Mirak, one of the great Safavid
court painters.
Joint Winner of the 2007 British-Kuwait Friendship
Society Prize for Middle Eastern StudiesThis stunning
book is an important contribution to a key area of nonwestern art, being the first reference work on the art of
beautiful writing in Arabic script.The extensive use of
writing is a hallmark of Islamic civilization. Calligraphy,
the art of beautiful writing, became one of the main
methods of artistic expression from the seventh century
to the present in almost all regions from the far Maghrib,
or Islamic West, to India and beyond. Arabic script was
adopted for other languages from Persian and Turkish to
Kanembu and Malay. Sheila S. Blair's groundbreaking
book explains this art form to modern readers and shows
them how to identify, understand and appreciate its
varied styles and modes. The book is designed to offer a
standardized terminology for identifying and describing
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various styles of Islamic calligraphy and to help
Westerners appreciate why calligraphy has long been so
important in Islamic civilization.The argument is
enhanced by the inclusion of more than 150 colour
illustrations, as well as over a hundred black-and-white
details that highlight the salient features of the individual
scripts and hands. Examples are chosen from dated or
datable examples with secure provenance, for the
problem of forgeries and copies (both medieval and
modern) is rampant. The illustrations are accompanied
by detailed analyses telling the reader what to look for in
determining both style and quality of script.This beautiful
new book is an ideal reference for anyone with an
interest in Islamic art.Key Features* Written by the
world's leading expert on Islamic calligraphy* Includes
c.150 colour illustrations* Comprehensive: covers the art
of calligraphy throughout Islamic civilisation, from the
7thc. to the present* The first volume to explain this art
form to modern readers, guiding them in the
identification, understanding and appreciation of its
varied style
""Anyone learning on their own can benefit immensely
from this book as it contains exercises to build core
competencies that are needed and then moves on to
letter formation and then to the connecting of groups of
letters. It's the only book of it's kind that I've been able to
find that's written in english!"" - Omar Khan, sotne.com
""This book is a hidden treasure compared to all the
other books out there for calligraphy enthusiast who are
looking for a comprehensive guide to arabic calligraphy
in english. The author does a great job in breaking down
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the techniques, guides you with traditional information
and is not afraid to use modern methodology when
needed to help the student. With a short intro to history,
and detail of breaking down the strokes with color codes,
this book is really helpful. I highly recommend this book."
"- Aisha Changezi This 160 page book is a beginner's
guide to learning Arabic calligraphy. Apart from the many
pages of pure content on the scripting art, the book
covers several intangible issues and roadblocks faced by
starters and provides ways of overcoming them.
Recommended practice routines and tips on staying
determined are highlighted to provide help to the
beginner. The book begins its journey by reviewing the
astounding roots and evolution of the Arabic script and
how the scripts in use today emerged over time. Using a
staggered approach, the book begins from the absolute
basics - the inidivdual letters. The book does not end at
instructions on scripting paired letters and full words, but
actually leads students into creating full-blown
masterpieces.
Mastering Arabic Script: A Guide to Handwriting teaches
Arabic handwriting in the form universally used by adult
native speakers (riq'a) and compares it with naskh, the
usual printed form. There are three parts to the book
covering: the basic letter shapes, combinations of letters
and an additional extended writing section. Clear
examples, a wealth of practice material, insider tips from
a leading expert, and lively activities and photos make
the book easy to follow and enjoyable to work through.
The book can be used to supplement the popular
Mastering Arabic course or independently from it.
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Naskh is one of the six major cursive Arabic scripts. Its
origins can be traced back to the late-8th century AD and
it is still in use today. For centuries, novice Arabic
calligraphers have learned the skill of this noble art by
practising Naskh. This introductory workbook is designed
to make it possible for everyone to learn Arabic
calligraphy. Based on his experience of running
workshops and demonstrations, Mustafa Ja'far has
distilled the basics into a teach-yourself guide that
progresses from the initial, medial and final forms of
Arabic letters to joined letters to complete words.
Guidelines are also provided on pens, ink, and writing
angle for best results.
This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the
original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of
these works have been housed in our most important
libraries around the world), and other notations in the
work. This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and distribute this
work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your
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support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.
The first stroke-by-stroke guide ever produced for
learning to write Naskh, one of the six major cursive
Arabic scripts. Its origins can be traced back to the late
eighth century AD and it is still in use today, over 1300
years later. The Ottoman Turks considered Naskh the
script most suited for copying the Qur'an and today more
Qur'ans are copied in Naskh throughout the Islamic
world than in all other Arabic scripts combined. This
introductory workbook makes it possible for everyone to
learn and enjoy the beauty of Arabic calligraphy. Based
on his experience of running workshops and
demonstrations at The British Museum and other cultural
institutions around the UK, Mustafa Ja'far has created an
easy-to-follow, teach-yourself guide.
You can count on Rick Steves to tell you what you really
need to know when traveling in Eastern
Europe—including the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland,
Hungary, Slovenia, and Croatia. Explore Eastern
Europe's top cities, from the romantic spires of Prague
and the steamy thermal baths of Budapest to charming
Kraków and laid-back Ljubljana. Enjoy the imperial sights
of Vienna and walking tours of exotic Dubrovnik. Then
delve into the region's natural wonders: hike through the
waterfall wonderland at Plitvice Lakes National Park,
drive the winding road to the Julian Alps, and watch the
sun dip slowly into the Adriatic from the Dalmatian Coast.
Rick's candid, humorous advice will guide you to goodvalue hotels and restaurants. He'll help you plan where
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to go and what to see, depending on the length of your
trip. You'll learn which sights are worth your time and
money, and how to get around by train, bus, car, and
boat. More than just reviews and directions, a Rick
Steves guidebook is a tour guide in your pocket.
A comprehensive textbook of the early Arabic Kufic script,
written as a complete reference book for calligraphers,
designers, and students of art history and the history of
Arabic language and scripts. This beautiful and powerful
script was derived from the earlier Hijazi Mashq style of
Mecca and Medina, which was invented by early Muslim
scribes to record the Quran. Today, the many historical
manuscripts displayed in numerous museums around the
world can attest to development and evolution of this
remarkable and versatile script. Authored by master
calligrapher, Mousavi Jazayeri, this book is the only book
written in English that is solely dedicated to the study,
learning and revival of the fascinating script behind the first
mature Arabic calligraphic style, which was the official script
of the Islamic Near East for centuries, before being replaced
by the modern Naskh style. In this handbook, Mousavi
Jazayeri who had discovered the lost art of cutting the qalam
(pen) for early Kufic more than twenty years ago, explains
with detailed, clear illustrations how to write early Kufic using
a calligraphic pen and even a regular pen. He guides
students patiently through the process involved in creating
amazing, modern monograms. With clear, ample examples
taken from the old Quranic manuscripts, art history students,
font designers, and scholars of the history of the Arabic
language and scripts can use this reference book to learn the
key aspects of the early Kufic script as a writing system. Mr.
Mousavi Jazayeri is joined by two co-authors, Perette E.
Michelli, a multi-disciplinary historian of medieval and later
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art, and Saad D. Abulhab, a known Arabic type designer and
independent scholar of the history of Arabic language and
scripts. The two co-authors are members of the first
international group dedicated to the study and revival of the
early Kufic script, Kuficpedia, which was formed a few years
ago around the historical achievements of Mr. Mousavi.
"From selecting the appropriate tools, such as pens, nibs,
brushes, inks, and papers, to learning optimal hand
positioning and understanding the intricacies of lettering
angles, heights, spacing, and strokes, [this book] introduces
aspiring calligraphers and hand-lettering artists to the core
concepts and techniques that comprise the art of traditional
calligraphy."--Back cover.
Provides an easy-to-understand, practical guide to Arabic
script. Explains the basic letter shapes, the combinations of
letters, and different writing methods.--From publisher's
description.
The art of Islamic calligraphy developed from the 7th to the
14th century, beginning in western Arabia, spreading south to
Yemen and north to the Near East, and continuing east and
west to Iran, Egypt, North Africa, and Spain. This handsome
book demonstrates the breadth and beauty of Islamic
calligraphy across centuries and continents, as seen in rare
early folios of the Qur’an. Noted scholar David J. Roxburgh
begins by discussing the Qur’an, which Muslims believe to
be the written record of a series of divinely inspired
revelations to the Prophet Muhammad. He then analyzes
Kufic script, the preeminent vehicle for writing early
manuscripts of the Qur’an; reforms of calligraphy in the 10th
century; and the great master Islamic calligraphers, in
particular Yaqut al-Musta'simi. The beautiful reproductions of
folios and bifolios validate Roxburgh’s conclusion that "the
miracle of the text of the Qur’an found its equal in the
technical mastery of the calligrapher’s practice, a miracle in
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its own right.”
Calligraphy, the art that combines visual image and written
word, is perhaps at its most brilliant in the arts of Islam.
Islamic calligraphy traditionally took its inspiration from the
Muslim belief in the divine origin of Arabic writing, the medium
through which the Qur'anic revelation to the Prophet
Muhammad was recorded. In early Islam the use of Arabic
writing is sacred, and official texts gave rise to a wonderful
profusion of scripts and a calligraphic tradition that has
flourished for over a thousand yearsnot only in manuscript
decoration but in architecture, ceramics, and painting. With
chapters on the use of calligraphy in architecture and
contemporary painting, The Splendor of Islamic Calligraphy
provides a comprehensive and fascinating survey of the
subject from its earliest origins to the present day. It explains
the geometrical and ornamental principles of calligraphy with
the help of numerous line drawings, and examines the
interdependence of script and page decoration. It gives an
overview of the many complex variations of this most graphic
form of writing and traces its evolution up to its current
expression in the paintings of artists such as Shakir Hassan.
Finally, and perhaps most important, it contains outstanding
examples of scriptskufic, thuluth, naskhi, and maghribi among
othersin a series of magnificent reproductions of manuscript
pages, paintings, and other works of art. 232 illustrations, 98
in color.
Muthanna, also known as mirror writing, is a compelling style
of Islamic calligraphy composed of a source text and its
mirrored image placed symmetrically on a horizontal or
vertical axis. This style elaborates on various scripts such as
Kufi, naskh, and muqahhaq through compositional
arrangements, including doubling, superimposing, and
stacking. Muthanna is found in diverse media, ranging from
architecture, textiles, and tiles to paper, metalwork, and
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woodwork. Yet despite its centuries-old history and popularity
in countries from Iran to Spain, scholarship on the form has
remained limited and flawed. Muthanna/Mirror Writing in
Islamic Calligraphy provides a comprehensive study of the
text and its forms, beginning with an explanation of the visual
principles and techniques used in its creation. Author Esra
Ak?n-K?vanc? explores muthanna's relationship to similar
forms of writing in Judaic and Christian contexts, as well as
the specifically Islamic contexts within which symmetrically
mirrored compositions reached full fruition, were assigned
new meanings, and transformed into more complex visual
forms. Throughout, Ak?n-K?vanc? imaginatively plays on the
implicit relationship between subject and object in muthanna
by examining the point of view of the artist, the viewer, and
the work of art. In doing so, this study elaborates on the vital
links between outward form and inner meaning in Islamic
calligraphy.
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