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In recent years, resilience has become a near ubiquitous cultural phenomenon whose influence extends into many fields of academic
enquiry. Though research suggests that religion and spirituality are significant factors in engendering resilient adaptation, comparatively little
biblical and theological reflection has gone into understanding this construct. This book seeks to remedy this deficiency through a breadth of
reflection upon human resilience from canonical biblical and Christian theological sources. Divided into three parts, biblical scholars and
theologians provide critical accounts of these perspectives, integrating biblical and theological insight with current social scientific
understandings of resilience. Part 1 presents a range of biblical visions of resilience. Part 2 considers a variety of theological perspectives on
resilience, drawing from figures including Thomas Aquinas, Martin Luther, and Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Part 3 explores the clinical and pastoral
applications of such expressions of resilience. This diverse yet cohesive book sets out a new and challenging perspective of how human
resilience might be re-envisioned from a Christian perspective. As a result, it will be of interest to scholars of practical and pastoral theology,
biblical studies, and religion, spirituality and health. It will also be a valuable resource for chaplains, pastors, and clinicians with an interest in
religion and spirituality.
Beyond Suffering for the Next Generation: A Christian View on Disability Ministry will equip young people to think critically and
compassionately about the complex issues that impact people with disabilities and their families, and inspire them to action. Students who
embrace this study will gain a sense of confidence in knowing they are part of a growing worldwide movement that God is orchestrating to
fulfill his command in Luke 14:21-23: Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and
the lame so that my house will be full.
See the lavish grace of Jesus's love for you... As Christians, we commonly portray grace as something that comes to us in the form of a
paycheck and healthy bodies. By wading into the deep end of suffering, I have learned that God's grace is much more evident in the mire and
dung of life. Amid deep pain and suffering, I found myself at the grace-filled cross where his glory is revealed in the unseen as I struggle with
what is transient. Michelle grew up in church and believed in what she calls Christian karma: Do good, get good. She adopted this unspoken
mantra during her teen and young adult years and even into her early married life. But when suffering came to her door, she returned to the
Scripture to learn the truth of the gospel. She learned to see grace through the loss of expectation and the loss of three of her six children. As
you read this book, Michelle's hope is that you will see the lavish grace of Jesus's love for you, and-if you are walking through immense
suffering-that you will understand Jesus is most certainly enough.
It’s easy to trust God when things are going our way and the world makes sense. But when suffering strikes--especially seemingly senseless
suffering--we are filled with doubt and stunned by events spiraling beyond our control. In the midst of suffering, we often question the very
foundation of our faith--our belief in the God who says he loves us. Since our trust and obedience rest on God’s character, the questions that
life’s tragedies force us to face are difficult, even frightening. Who is God? Can he really be trusted? What are his purposes in the face of
suffering? If he can stop suffering, why doesn’t he? Joni Eareckson Tada, a woman who has lived in a wheelchair for more than thirty years,
and Steve Estes, a pastor and one of Joni’s closest friends, explore the answers. When God Weeps is not so much a book about suffering
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as it is about God. It tackles tough questions about heaven and hell, horrors and hardships, and why God allows suffering in this life. Through
a panoramic overview of what the Bible says about suffering, the authors make clear who God is, why he permits so much heartache and
pain, and how it is we can trust him. With both a practical edge and heartfelt warmth, When God Weeps offers dependence on his love and
mercy in spite of our doubts, fears, longings, and questions. It’s a message much needed. Despair and discouragement are rampant. At the
same time, fewer people are able to balance God’s purposes and his mercies. Instead, attempting to avoid tragedy and suffering, many
Christians confuse simple formulas for faith. But where does that leave the family who loses a son on a military mission? Or the young mother
who isn’t healed of cancer? When God Weeps is for people like these . . . and for thousands more who need more -- much more -- than
answers.
In the face of pain or loss, the ultimate question of the human heart is "Why?" In the book of Job, a pain-torn man tries to understand the
mind of God while his friends offer their human opinions on his suffering. But when the final answer comes, there are no more speeches. Not
from them.It is time to hear from God.Rich with personal experience and examples drawn from the lives of great men, Layton Talbert's
exploration of the book of Job deals with the depths of human suffering and the heights of God's supreme purpose. Dr. Talbert's thorough
research, detailed examination of each speaker's perspective, and countless cross-references make Beyond Suffering an essential resource
for any student of the Bible.
It really isn't a fair fight, is it? The finite against the infinite. The limited against the unlimited? Is God indifferent to my suffering? How do I
resolve this anger at God? Why didn't God prevent this from happening? Will I see loved ones again? Or is heaven just a "feel good" myth?
People assume Christians have all the answers; yet, in the face of tragedy, death, or suffering, everyone struggles to find just the right words
to bring comfort or closure to those in need. Sometimes just hearing "It is God's will" isn't enough. Sometimes just saying "God will turn this to
good" seems so meaningless when despair is so profound. Often the pain goes too deep, the questions won't go away, and even the
assurance of faith doesn't help. How could God let this happen? How can God love us, yet allow us to suffer in this way? What is the point of
this? What is the purpose? In this provocative new book, Ken Ham makes clear answers found in the pages of Scripture - powerful, definitive,
and in a way that helps our hearts to go beyond mere acceptance. When you grasp the reality of original sin (and all that it means), it creates
a vital foundation for your heart to finally understand what follows.
In the last few years, 9/11, a tsunami, Hurricane Katrina, and many other tragedies have shown us that the vision of God in today's churches
in relation to evil and suffering is often frivolous. Against the overwhelming weight and seriousness of the Bible, many Christians are choosing
to become more shallow, more entertainment-oriented, and therefore irrelevant in the face of massive suffering. In Suffering and the
Sovereignty of God, contributors John Piper, Joni Eareckson Tada, Steve Saint, Carl Ellis, David Powlison, Dustin Shramek, and Mark Talbot
explore the many categories of God's sovereignty as evidenced in his Word. They urge readers to look to Christ, even in suffering, to find the
greatest confidence, deepest comfort, and sweetest fellowship they have ever known.
Is God to blame? This is often the question that comes to mind when we confront real suffering in our own lives or in the lives of those we
love. Pastor Gregory A. Boyd helps us deal with this question honestly and biblically, while avoiding glib answers. Writing for ordinary
Christians, Boyd wrestles with a variety of answers that have been offered by theologians and pastors in the past. He finds that a fully
Christian approach must keep the person and work of Jesus Christ at the very center of what we say about human suffering and God's place
in it. Yet this is often just what is missing and what makes so much talk about the subject seem inadequate and at times even misleading.
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What comes through in Is God to Blame? is a hopeful picture of a sovereign God who is relentlessly opposed to evil, who knows our
sufferings and who can be trusted to bring us through them to renewed life.
Suffering is a deeply personal problem. Why is this happening to me? Guiding readers through the seven most significant theodicies, Richard
Rice uses theory and personal stories to help each of us form a response to suffering that is both intellectually satisfying and personally
authentic.
A book to nurture practical faith in people who are directly or indirectly affected by disability. In disability, the heart of man becomes tethered
to pain, thereby providing an unusual opportunity for God's grace to be magnified and faith is trained to be dependent upon the Lord. In this
book, written with compassion and sensitivity, Paul Tautges, with Joni Eareckson Tada, draws upon key biblical principles to nurture faith.
Includes a Study & Discussion Guide.
In this eloquent account of her current struggle with physical pain, Joni Eareckson Tada offers her perspective on divine healing, God’s
purposes, and what it means to live with joy. Over four decades ago, a diving accident left Joni a quadriplegic. Today, she faces a new battle:
unrelenting pain. The ongoing urgency of this season in her life has caused Joni to return to foundational questions about suffering and
God’s will. A Place of Healing is not an ivory-tower treatise on suffering. It’s an intimate look into the life of a mature woman of God.
Whether readers are enduring physical pain, financial loss, or relational grief, Joni invites them to process their suffering with her. Together,
they will navigate the distance between God’s magnificent yes and heartbreaking no—and find new hope for thriving in-between.
The story of your life is being written down in heaven-and it is way better than how you remember it. Reading heaven's Book of You could
change your life forever. Would you like a sneak peek? Heaven's Perspective takes you on a journey with seventeen real people whose most
painful stories in life were rewritten by heaven into tales of glory, purpose and redemption. You'll identify deeply with the raw, authentic
humanity in their personal stories. But when you read about the same events from heaven's book-prepare to be amazed, because heaven is
powerful beyond imagining making all things well. There, time's limitations are abolished, so the mother whose son died as an infant is there
to welcome him to eternity, and he never experiences a day without her. A little-known musician who thought his life was wasted discovers
his songs are in constant rotation before the throne, and a man who fights to take off the masks he's hidden behind is rewarded for setting his
family line free for generations. And you'll meet a Father who ensures our reward by sharing every uncompleted part of our destinies with
those around us, so that every word of calling he utters will not return to him empty, but accomplish the purpose for which he sent it. It's a
heaven-and a Jesus-that is far better than you ever imagined! Heaven's Perspective brings meaning to suffering and adversity by looking at it
from a completely different angle: an unearthly one. Much of what we go through in life makes no sense purely in terms of the here and now.
But add eternity to the mix, and what seemed random and purposeless finally makes sense. With heaven's eyes you'll spot the unseen
connections that tie your destiny to those of others, and look behind the curtain to witness Father's lifelong plan to grow you up into him
unfold step by unerring step. And you'll find answers to some of the most perplexing questions of life, like why a God almost never answers
the question, "Why?" To live well on earth requires a hope set on heaven. Heaven's Perspective will introduce you in a whole new way to the
true home of your heart and the happy ending that makes all things well.
The Gospel in Hard Times for Students, by Joni and Friends, is a faith-bolstering small group resource that illustrates how suffering is a
catalyst that can deepen our understanding of God’s plan. Through eight in-depth sessions, This resource points to Jesus, our Good
Shepherd, for answers to today’s hard questions. This study guide includes leader’s notes, real-life stories for discussion, biblical
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application, suggested video clips, and action plans to demonstrate how Jesus identifies with our sorrow. This study guide invites readers to
see that how we choose to react and manage hardship has life-altering potential. In this small group resource, young men and women can
learn how the church carries the burden of suffering, seeking gospel answers to questions such as, “Why am I going through this?” and
“Where is God when I need him?” The Gospel in Hard Times for Students explores how a loving faith community—one body with many
parts—can not only meet our needs but also help us walk alongside others who are afflicted, disabled, and marginalized.
In today’s modern world of convenience and comfort, suffering can seem senseless. This idea has even crept into the church, where many
believe that if we make the right choices and do the right things, pain can be avoided. So it’s little wonder that when do encounter tough
situations, we face even tougher questions: Why does God allow suffering? Where is God when I’m hurting? The Power of Suffering takes
an in-depth, honest look at the reality of pain and hurt in the life of a believer. Filled with rich Biblical truths and fresh insights, this study
explores how God ultimately uses suffering for good in the lives of His children, and offers encouragement and hope for the heavy heart.
Includes a guide for both personal and group study and features discovery questions, suggestions for prayer, and activities, all designed to
connect life-changing truths with everyday living.
This clear and accessible treatment of key biblical themes related to human suffering and evil is written by one of the most respected
evangelical biblical scholars alive today. Carson brings together a close, careful exposition of key biblical passages with helpful pastoral
applications. The second edition has been updated throughout.
Richard Rohr, internationally known retreat leader, speaker and writer, plumbs the depths of the Job's story and its relevance for us today.
Rohr strips Christian faith down to the essentials, beyond glib answers and a "hand-me-down" experience of God, and points the way to true
knowing. In this invigorating exploration, the tension between suffering and faith becomes a powerful means to an authentic, open connection
with the divine.

Do you ever wonder why God created you? The Bible spells it out plainly: God created you to showcase His glory—to
enjoy it, display it, and demonstrate it every day to all those you encounter. After nearly 50 years of living as a
quadriplegic, and dealing with chronic pain on a daily basis, Joni has learned firsthand the importance of glorifying God
through the toughest of situations. Through this devotional, Joni will help you discover how to put God’s glory on
display—how to say no to complaining and say yes to daily following God down even the most difficult paths. Along the
way, you will find great comfort and encouragement by focusing on the one who longs to lead and guide you every step
of the way, every day. Don’t ever think your life is too ordinary, your world too small, or your work too insignificant. All of
it is a stage set for you to glorify God.
Insightful and heart-warming, this classic book is written for those who seek to know God better. It unfolds life-impacting,
biblical truths and has been called a "soul-stirring celebration of the pleasures of knowing God."
The Gospel in Hard Times, by Joni and Friends, is a faith-bolstering small group resource that illustrates how suffering is
a catalyst that can deepen our understanding of God’s plan. Through eight in-depth sessions, This resource points to
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Jesus, our Good Shepherd, for answers to today’s hard questions. This study guide includes leader’s notes, real-life
stories for discussion, biblical application, suggested video clips, and action plans to demonstrate how Jesus identifies
with our sorrow. This study guide invites readers to see that how we choose to react and manage hardship has lifealtering potential. In this small group resource, men and women can learn how the church carries the burden of suffering,
seeking gospel answers to questions such as, “Why am I going through this?” and “Where is God when I need him?”
The Gospel in Hard Times explores how a loving faith community—one body with many parts—can not only meet our
needs but also help us walk alongside others who are afflicted, disabled, and marginalized.
There is hardly a person who doesn’t know someone dealing with a disability, disease, chronic illness, or other form of
personal suffering. The Beyond Suffering Bible is the first study Bible to directly address those who suffer and the people
who love and care for them. From bestselling author, singer, and radio host Joni Eareckson Tada and the experts at Joni
and Friends Christian Institute on Disability, the Beyond Suffering Bible is filled with thousands of notes and features that
invite readers into a conversation about suffering and its place in each person’s life. Each feature has been carefully
created to provide readers with valuable information, meaningful encouragement, and challenging applications as they
encounter God’s Word.
A special bible designed for people in crisis offers notes, tips, articles, and a topical index, as well as the New
International Version of the text.
This hugely popular international bestseller is being repackaged and rebranded as the leading title in the C.S. Lewis
Signature Classics range. One of the most popular and beloved introductions to the concept of faith ever written, Mere
Christianity has sold millions of copies worldwide. The timeless questions of spirituality which Lewis raises will have
resonance with a new generation of readers. Mere Christianity brings together Lewis's legendary broadcast talks of the
war years, talks in which he set out simply to 'explain and defend the belief that has been common to nearly all Christians
at all times.' Rejecting the boundaries that divide Christianity's many denominations, C.S. Lewis provides an unequaled
opportunity for believers and nonbelievers alike to hear a powerful, rational case for the Christian faith. This scintiallating
collection confirms C.S. Lewis's reputation as one of the leading writers and thinkers of our age.
With honesty, sensitivity, and concern for biblical truth, Sproul addresses the afterlife and the role of suffering in human
experience.
"Magisterial. . . . A learned, brilliant and enjoyable study."—Géza Vermès, Times Literary Supplement In this exciting
book, Paula Fredriksen explains the variety of New Testament images of Jesus by exploring the ways that the new
Christian communities interpreted his mission and message in light of the delay of the Kingdom he had preached. This
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edition includes an introduction reviews the most recent scholarship on Jesus and its implications for both history and
theology. "Brilliant and lucidly written, full of original and fascinating insights."—Reginald H. Fuller, Journal of the American
Academy of Religion "This is a first-rate work of a first-rate historian."—James D. Tabor, Journal of Religion "Fredriksen
confronts her documents—principally the writings of the New Testament—as an archaeologist would an especially rich
complex site. With great care she distinguishes the literary images from historical fact. As she does so, she explains the
images of Jesus in terms of the strategies and purposes of the writers Paul, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John."—Thomas
D’Evelyn, Christian Science Monitor
Why would a loving and powerful God allow so much pain and suffering? In WHY SUFFERING? Ravi Zacharias and Vince Vitale
carefully walk you through a variety of responses that considered together provide a clear, comprehensive, and convincing
answer. Responses like: Where there is the possibility of love, there has to be the reality of freedom, and therefore the possibility
of pain. Wishing God had made a different world is to wish yourself out of existence. The cross is the key to a compelling and
rational explanation for trusting in God in the face of suffering. In comparison with other world religions, the Christian response is
highly distinctive. The reality of evil only makes sense in light of the reality of divine goodness. Relational knowledge about God
takes the argument beyond reason to the presence of God amidst suffering. God's decision to allow temporal suffering is
understandable when viewed from an eternal perspective. Divine goodness shows how to conquer not in spite of, but even
through suffering. Here is a book written with great respect for the complexity of the issue, recognizing that some who read it will
be in the trenches of deep suffering themselves and others questioning the very existence of a loving God. WHY SUFFERING?
provides an answer to the problem of pain and suffering with emotional sensitivity and intellectual integrity.
A four session study that introduces Christian leaders to the basics of disability ministry.
Many people seem to have it all together outwardly, but inside they are a wreck. Their past has broken, crushed, and wounded
them inwardly. They can be healed. God has a plan, and Isaiah 61 reveals that the Lord came to heal the brokenhearted. He
wants to heal victims of abuse and emotional wounding. Joyce Meyer is a victim of the physical, mental, emotional, and sexual
abuse she suffered as a child. Yet today she has a nationwide ministry of emotional healing to others like herself. In Beauty for
Ashes she outlines major truths that brought healing in her life and describes how other victims of abuse can also experience
God's healing in their lives. You will learn: * How to Deal with the Emotional Pain of Abuse * How to Understand Your
Responsibility to God for Overcoming Abuse * Why Victims of Abuse Often Suffer from Other Addictive Behaviors * How to Grab
Hold of God's Unconditional Love * The Importance of God's Timing in Working Through Painful Memories.
The final book of the Bible, Revelation prophesies the ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of allegorical visions, grisly
images and numerological predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the "Beast" will be destroyed and Christ will rule a new
Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.
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Bible scholar Christian Brady, an expert on Old Testament lament, was as prepared as a person could be for the death of a
child—which is to say, not nearly well enough. When his eight-year-old son died suddenly from a fast-moving blood infection, Brady
heard the typical platitudes about accepting God's will and knew that quiet acceptance was not the only godly way to grieve. With
deep faith, knowledge of Scripture, and the wisdom that comes only from experience, Brady guides readers grieving losses and
setbacks of all kinds in voicing their lament to God, reflecting on the nature of human existence, and persevering in hope. Brady
finds that rather than an image of God managing every event and action in our lives, the biblical account describes the very real
world in which we all live, a world full of hardship and calamity that often comes unbidden and unmerited. Yet, it also is a world into
which God lovingly intrudes to bring comfort, peace, and grace.
From the bestselling author of A History of God and The Great Transformation comes a balanced, nuanced understanding of the
role religion plays in human life and the trajectory of faith in modern times. Why has God become incredible? Why is it that atheists
and theists alike now think and speak about God in a way that veers so profoundly from the thinking of our ancestors? Moving
from the Paleolithic Age to the present, Karen Armstrong details the lengths to which humankind has gone to experience a sacred
reality that it called God, Brahman, Nirvana, Allah, or Dao. She examines the diminished impulse toward religion in our own time
when a significant number of people either want nothing to do with God or question the efficacy of faith. With her trademark depth
of knowledge and profound insight, Armstrong elucidates how the changing world has necessarily altered the importance of
religion at both societal and individual levels. And she makes a powerful, convincing argument for structuring a faith that speaks to
the needs of our dangerously polarized age.
Published on February 11, 1984, Salvifici Doloris addresses the question of why God allows suffering. This 30th anniversary
edition includes the complete text of the letter plus commentary by Myles N. Sheehan, SJ, MD, a priest and physician trained in
geriatrics with an expertise in palliative care. Acknowledgments of recent episodes of violence bring the papal document into a
modern context. Insightful questions suited for individual or group use, applicable prayers, and ideas for meaningful action invite
readers to personally respond to the mystery of suffering.
Sometimes life just hurts. Out of nowhere, death, illness, unemployment, or a difficult relationship can change our lives and
challenge everything we thought we knew—leaving us feeling unable to cope. But, in the midst if all this pain and confusion, we are
not alone. Weaving together his personal story, pastoral ministry experience, and biblical insights, best-selling author Paul David
Tripp helps us trust God in the midst of suffering. He identifies traps to avoid in our suffering and points us instead to comforts to
embrace. This raw yet hope-filled book will help you cling to God's promises when trials come and move forward with the hope of
the gospel.
The best-selling author of The Prodigal God explores the role of pain and suffering from a Christian perspective for a new
generation of readers, drawing on unique insights to offer counsel on how to pursue a spiritual journey in the face of difficult
challenges.
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In every trial or tribulation, there is an opportunity that can bring us closer to God and to our goals when we allow God to take
control. God, Take Over; I Am Finished is a cry for mercy and divine intervention when suffering seems unfair and you realize that
no one else can help you. A dry valley and wilderness experience story, based on the author's tribulations and triumphs as she
struggled, willingly and sometimes unwillingly, to submit to God's will. It reveals how she passed through the storm and survived
and what she gained out of the pains she had to endure. Its principal message lies in the realization and fact that where human
senses, strength, power, abilities, knowledge, and intelligence end, God's supremacy begins. By applying her experiences and the
Word of God, Catherine Agada shows you how to discover divine strength in weakness; peace in chaos, and His love in suffering.
She inspires and teaches you to love better, live happier, forgive faster, pray efficiently, and increase faith. God, Take Over; I Am
Finished can restore hope and improve your relationships with God and man.
Beyond Suffering: A Christian View on Disability Ministry is a unique Certificate of Completion Program. The course is comprised
of a study guide and leader's guide that includes contributions from 40 experts in various disciplines. The 16 lessons are supported
by video case studies and involve four thought-provoking modules: • An Overview of Disability Ministry • The Theology of
Suffering and Disability • The Church and Disability Ministry • An Introduction to Bioethics Each module is designed to give
Christians a solid understanding of the main issues involved in various aspects of disability ministry. The course encourages the
participants to reflect on their own personal journeys through suffering and brokenness. This vital aspect of the course drives
home two essential points: 1) Human brokenness and humanity's need for universal grace. 2) The disability community's
understanding of the human condition. Students who embrace this study will gain a sense of confidence in knowing that they are a
part of a movement that God is orchestrating to fulfill His command in Luke 14:21; “Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the
town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.”
Four years after his daughter is abducted and evidence of her murder is found in an abandoned shack, Mackenzie Allen Philips
returns to the shack in response to a note claiming to be from God, and has a life-changing experience. Reprint. A #1 best-seller.
Suffering is real. But so is hope. Kristen and Sarah have walked through, and are walking in, difficult times. So these thirty biblical
reflections are full of realism about the hurts of lifeyet overwhelmingly full of hope about the God who gives life. This book will
gently encourage and greatly help any woman who is struggling with sufferingwhether physical, emotional or psychological, and
whether for a season or for longer. It is a book to buy for yourself, or to buy for a member of your church or friend. For anyone who
is hurting, this book will give hope, not just for life beyond the suffering, but for life in the suffering. Each chapter contains a biblical
reflection, with questions and prayers, and a space for journaling.
Do you have a real relationship with God, or do you just have a religion? Do you know God, or do you just know about God? In
How Big Is Your God? Paul Coutinho, SJ, challenges us to grow stronger and deeper in our faith and in our relationship with
God—a God whose love knows no bounds. To help us on our way, Coutinho introduces us to people in various world religions—from
Hindu friends to Buddhist teachers to St. Ignatius of Loyola—who have shaped his spiritual life and made possible his deep,
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personal relationship with God.
An attractive gift book of 100 joyful meditations on the nature of heaven, our hearts’ true home.We all think about heaven--or at
least we wonder what will happen to us after we die. For the Christian, these should be comforting, exciting thoughts. In this
beautiful devotional gift book, Joni Eareckson Tada has chosen short excerpts from her book, Heaven, and arranged them around
common topics such as: Where is heaven and what is it like? What will we do in heaven? Each inspiring and faith-filled meditation
is paired with a verse of scripture and a heart-felt prayer.
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