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The Art Of Japanese Sword Polishing
In The Art of the Japanese Sword, master swordsmith Yoshindo Yoshihara offers a
detailed look at the entire process of Japanese sword making, including the finishing
and appreciation of Japanese blades. Japanese sword art stands out in many ways:
functionality as a weapon, sophisticated metallurgy and metal smithing, the shape of
the blade itself—all contribute to the beauty of these remarkable weapons. The Art of the
Japanese Sword conveys to the reader Japanese samurai sword history and Japanese
sword care, as well as explaining how to view and appreciate a blade. With 256 fullcolor pages, this sword book illustrates in meticulous detail how modern craftsmen use
traditional methods to prepare their steel, forge the sword and create the unique
hardened edge. By gaining a good understanding of how a sword is actually made, the
reader will be able to appreciate the samurai sword more fully. Topics include:
Appreciating the Japanese sword History of the Japanese sword Traditional Japanese
steel making Making the sword Finishing the sword
Drawing on the V&A's magnificent collection, this illustrated survey examines the
development of the Japanese sword in an historical and social context from the 8th to
the 12th century. The development of the sword from its origins as one of the world's
most effective cutting weapons in seen in the context of the emergence and
development of Japan's ruling military class, the samurai, to whom it was indispensable
both as a weapon and symbol of power. The book also deals with the techniques used
in the making of the sword and the associated terminology. In addition to weapons from
the V&A's own collections, illustrations include comparative materials from Japan's
Tokyo National Museum, as well as prints showing graphic depictions of swords in
action.
Overzicht van de wapens en wapenuitrustingen van de Samoerai.
Samurai sword guards, or tsuba, reflect the rich history and artistic culture of the
Japanese people, the warriors who wielded them as part of their weaponry, and the
achievement of the craftsmen who made them. This volume comprises the
extraordinary tsuba collection of Gary Montgomery, who studied, documented, and
curated his finds over half a century. Richly colored photographs of the tsuba; notes on
origins, makers, and provenance; and detailed references make this book a must-have
for collectors looking to improve their knowledge.
From raw steel to tempered blade, this text presents a visual account of thencient craft
of swordmaking as practiced in modern Japan.
To the Japanese, the sword is a spiritual weapon. It possesses a particular divinity,
reflecting the soul of its maker, owner, and user. Around its mystical powers has grown
the centuries-old ritual and practice of Samurai swordsmanship which is still avidly
practiced today as is a fascinating and intricate martial art. This unique guide unlocks
all the mysteries of the ancient tradition of Iaijutsu—explaining the history and
significance of the sword in Samurai culture and documenting the techniques of
swordsmanship as found in no other martial arts book. Darrell Max Craig is one of the
foremost teachers of Kendo in the West. He spent many years in Japan competing and
training at the very highest level. His book, Drawing the Samurai Sword, provides a
thorough examination of all aspects of Iaijutsu—including information on sword care and
selection, necessary gear, sword and dojo etiquette, and useful drills for practice and
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demonstration. This book also teaches readers about: How to evaluate your Samurai
sword and handle it safely How to wear the traditional Hakama uniform How to perform
the Kata forms to hone your technique The brutal history of sword testing, and today's
more humane equivalent The classic and exciting story of "The Forty-Seven Ronin"
And much more! Featuring a new preface by the author, original color photos and
added information about sword testing, this generously-illustrated book is a treasure
trove of information for aspiring students and experienced practitioners alike.
Hidden Essence of the Martial Arts and the Spirit of the Samurai Japanese history is
replete with great sword masters. Legendary figures such as Koizumi Isenokami,
Tsukahara Bokuden, Yagyu Munenori, Miyamoto Musashi, and Ito Ittosai have been
revered as deities for countless years, forged into the history of Japan's martial arts.
But there were also many lesser known samurai who carried the spirit of Bushido,
Tirelessly devoting themselves to Japan's martial traditions and mastering their many
fighting forms. Japan's rich legacy of swordsmanship has been passed on through
these generations of samurai, who developed many techniques using the long sword,
short sword, and Ninja sword, among others. In this book, Masaaki Hatsumi, the most
renonwned Budo and Ninja grandmaster in the world, explores the venerable history of
Japanese sword fighting, sharing with the reader his reflections on the hidden essence
of this revered martial art. He covers a variety of classical techniques including Ninja
kenpo, Yagyu Shinkage-ryu, as well as two-sword techniques. Drawing on his deep
knowledge, the author demonstrates advenced, practical applications of the art, using
the stick, spear, naginata, and kusarigama. More mysterious, secret techniques are
also discussed, including those involving armor, and the variety of renowned mutodori
(no-sword) forms-the ultimate martial skill of the samurai. Works of calligraphy by
famous samurai masters, such as Asari Matashichiro and Yamaoka Tesshu,
accompany the descriptions, as well as important historical scrolls and an array of
lavish illustrations that help demonstrate the grace and beauty of Japanese sword
fighting. After his highly acclaimed works The Way of the Ninja and Advanced Stick
Fighting, Masaaki Hatsumi continues to pursue his life's ambition of fostering and
spreading Budo throughout the world, with this definitive book on the art of Japanese
sword fighting. Within his technical descriptions and musings on the history of Bushido,
Hatsumi's philosophy of promoting a world of peace and tolerance is ever present, as is
his firm belief in the universality of Budo, espoused in his own words: ". . . if the seed of
Japan's Budo is planted anywhere in the world, it will continue to grow and flourish."
Renowned budo (martial arts) and ninja grandmaster Hatsumi explains how Japanese sword
fighting embodies the essence of budo and the spirit of the samurai. For centures, sword
masters like Miyamoto Musashi have been revered, and have fascinated and inspired people
everywhere. Now, in his definitive work, Masaaki Hatsumi, the world's most famous living budo
and ninja grandmaster, shares his vast knowledge of Japanese sword fighting as it's been
practiced through the ages: its history, techniques, styles, and core philosophies, along with
the deepest secrets of this venerable martial art. Hatsumi covers a variety of classical
techniques, including ninja kenpo and two-sword fighting, and also demonstrates applications
using the stick, spear, naginata, and kusarigama. He then explores such secret techniques as
those involving armor, and the mutodori (no-sword) forms, considered the ultimate samurai
skill. Detailed demonstration photos, works of calligraphy by famous samurai artists, historical
scrolls, and illustrations enhance the text. Within Hatsumi's technical descriptions and musings
on the history of bushido (the way of the warrior) are sections in which he places budo and
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sword fighting in their cultural context, discusses their practical applications, and conveys his
personal philosophy of promoting a world of peace and tolerance.
The classic text on the mystical traditions of the ninja now decoded in English • The path of the
ninja as an authentic spiritual discipline • Details the art of concealment and espionage,
including methods of disguise, survival techniques, and face reading • A ninja response to the
Samurai Bushido and the way to mind-body harmony Experts in disguise, infiltration,
espionage, and counterintelligence, the ninja had spiritual values and magical traditions that
distinguished them from the soldierlike samurai. Their art of ninjutsu, invisible as well as
indispensable, was transmitted in secret schools and relied on only a few books, which were
written in code. The Shoninki, one of the most important of these coded manuals, was written
in 1681 by Master Ninja Natori Masazumi. Presenting all facets of the art of concealment,
espionage, and physical prowess, including methods of disguise and survival techniques, this
source text also contains teachings on spiritual meditations, psychic powers, the art of face
reading, controlling the emotions, and magic spells. Revealing the connection between the
ninja and the yamabushi--warrior monks who were endowed with supernatural powers--this
classic text confirms the path of the ninja as an authentic spiritual discipline, one of selfrealization and detachment and the way to mind-body harmony.
Master the ancient samurai art of iaijutsu with this expert martial arts guide. To the Japanese,
the sword is a spiritual weapon, possessed of a kind of divinity, a self reflective of the soul of its
maker, owner, and user. Around its mystical powers has grown a centuries-old ritual and a
fascinating, intricate discipline. This unique guide unlocks the mysteries of this ancient ritual
practice, explaining the history and significance of swords in the samurai culture, and
documenting the techniques of swordsmanship, as no other book in English does. IAI: The Art
of Drawing the Sword is a thorough examination of the traditional Japanese martial art of
iaijutsu. Included in this volume are introductions to sword care and selection; general etiquette
and the training uniform and gear; proper basic sword procedure; sword techniques and drills
for practice and demonstrations; kata; and sword testing; as well as the story of the
Chushingura (the 47 Ronin). Generously illustrated with black and white photographs and line
drawings, IAI: The Art of Drawing the Sword is a storehouse of information for both the aspiring
student and the experienced swordsman.
The Samurai sword of Japan is probably the finest edged weapon ever made. This volume by
leading Samurai expert Stephen Turnbull reveals the story of how and why it achieved this
distinction. Particular attention is paid to the development of the familiar curved blade from the
original straight blades, the associated development of Japan's famous steel-making
techniques and the challenges from contemporary warfare. Together with the technical details
of forging, polishing, mounting and testing; this volume is brought to life with details of the great
swordmakers themselves. Moreover, no history of the sword would be complete without a
detailed examination of its use in combat, from the greatest Samurai armies to individual duels
and revenge killings. Personal accounts allow the reader to discover the art of Japanese
swordsmanship in the hands of masters such as Miyamoto Musashi to the unnamed Japanese
warrior defending his family's honour. This lively text is perfectly complemented by artwork
reconstructions of the sword in use and colour photographs of the swords in use.
To understand Japanese sword polishing is to understand the Japanese sword. Down through
the years, the great sword connoisseurs in Japan have been sword polishers. A swordsmith
can spend a large amount of time forging a classic sword, but refining and bringing out its final
shape, color and texture so that all the details of the steel and hamon (the temper line) are
clearly visible is the responsibility of another craftsman - the sword polisher. An experienced
polisher can tell immediately by whom a blade was made, so discintctive is each smith's work
and so vital is such knowledge to the skilled polisher.The Art of Japanese Sword Polishing is
the first book in English to examine in great detail the polisher's techniques - skills it often takes
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up to ten years of apprenticeship to master. The book illustrates the methods, materials and
tools used for this process. But its true aim is to enable the reader to fully appreciate the
beauty of a well-crafted Japanese sword. As readers learn both how the sword polisher
enhances the beauty of the blade and how he handles the problems of coaxing out its finest
qualities through his polishing techniques, they will come to a deeper understanding of the fine
art of making the Japanese sword and will be able to view, purchase or collect swords with
greater pleasure.
Facts and Fundamentals of Japanese Swords is a practical, comprehensive volume that offers
information, along with 300 photos and illustrations, enabling collectors to evaluate the veracity
and quality of swords that they are considering acquiring or already have in their collections.
The book is divided into three sections: An Overview of the Japanese Sword, The Forged
Sword, and Consequences of Modification and Wear. Each section provides very specific,
useful lessons by the author that serve as virtual hands-on experiences. With easily
understandable examples, the author precisely instructs readers on how to discern and obtain
a "healthy" blade, while avoiding fakes or potentially problematic blades. In addition, he shows
not only the difference in styles and shapes of blades, but explains what the differences mean
and how to interpret them from a buyer's/collector's point of view. Paul Martin, a Japanese
sword researcher and curator, is a former member of the Department of Japanese Antiquities
at the British Museum, London. He has translated the text, and drawn on his extensive
experience and expertise in the field to adapt the author's theories and discussions, making
them more accessible to Western readers.
The more than thousand-year-old art of sword making in Japan is one of the world's most
brilliant metalworking traditions. In danger of being lost when sword manufacture was
prohibited after the Second World War, today the art is making an astonishing comeback in the
hands of a new generation of swordsmiths. In this book master swordsmith Kunihira Kawachi
introduces through beautiful color photographs examples of swords that he has created or
restored. Questions and answers covering many aspects of sword culture are followed by a
thorough chapter teaching how to care for and appreciate Japanese swords, and a discussion
of the many legends surrounding the swords of the most famous swordsmen in Japanese
history. A central section illustrates the tools and techniques for making Japanese swords with
more than 50 color and monochrome photos. Finally, a chapter of essays presenting the lives
and opinions of those involved in sword making in Japan today is followed by appendixes
listing such useful information as the best museums in which to view fine sword collections
around the world. This modest book is packed with information of use to all connoisseurs and
collectors of Japanese swords, as well as anyone interested in Japanese metal crafts or
martial culture.

This completely new encyclopedic reference for the Japanese sword contains
about 2,500 terms, many of them illustrated by photos and drawings. The
Encyclopedia of Japanese Swords is an A-Z general encyclopedia covering each
and every part of the sword: the blade, the mountings, the fittings, and all their
different interpretations. Further, this encyclopedia also explains the literal or
etymological meaning of each Japanese term and provides an even deeper
insight into the subject.
One of the foremost experts on the Japanese sword describes their history
andppreciations in this book, with photographs and illustrations.
This is a series of entry-level lectures on the Japanese sword and its history for
those who are interested in studying Japanese art swords. The Japanese sword
was basically designed as a weapon, but Japanese swordsmiths imbued
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qualities of grace and beauty into the blades as well as functional superiority. The
intricate patterns of surface and texture formed by their highly developed forging
and tempering techniques were made only in Japan. In the past, the Japanese
looked at the swords as a spiritual symbol of Samurai, temples, and shrines.
Nowadays, the Japanese regard swords as a cultural art object made of steel.
Varieties of the appearance of swords are closely related to historical events.
Textures, contours, and tempering designs are characteristics of a particular
school (Den ?) of swordsmiths. This is a series of lectures that discuss each
period's history then talk about the swordsmiths' schools that were active in a
particular province at the time. Because of that, each section starts with the
history of the time. It is necessary to discuss history to see the flow of the events
that affected the swords' shape and style.
Focusing his expertise on the techniques and history of the bokken—the wooden
training sword used by both ancient samurai and today’s swordsmen—the author
maintains that training with the bokken is important on two levels for the modern
practitioner: to build the physical stamina, rhythms, and adroit body movements
of traditional swordsmanship and to achieve something of the animating spirit of
the traditional swordsman. This history of the bokken combines the author's
concise, eloquent writing style with more than 100 photographs to provide the
reader with the traditional and modern perspectives of this vital, historically rich
practice tool.
In "A Book of Five Rings," Miyamoto Musashi takes the reader into a world filled
to the brim with devotion, self-respect, discipline, honesty and purity of thought.
Written originally for warriors and samurai in a completely different time and
culture, Musashi's book provides a remarkable source of inspiration for selfdevelopment today. His teachings are concise and to the point. He uses phrases
like "you must understand this" and "you must practice diligently" and explains
only general, but unquestionable and fundamental, concepts of the Way of the
Warrior. While some of his guidelines are are not directly applicable in our time
and age, those about striving to achieve improvement on the inside as well as the
outside couldn't be more on target. Taken literally this book is about how to
become an efficient, albeit enlightened, killer. It's value comes from reading
between the lines--lines which speak volumes.
Art of the Japanese SwordThe Craft of Swordmaking and its AppreciationTuttle
Publishing
Well over a thousand years old, the tradition of swordmaking in Japan is one of
the most highly regarded metal crafts in the world. When all sword manufacture
was prohibited in Japan for seven years after World War II, the age-old
techniques were in danger of being lost forever. Today, in the hands of a new
generation of practitioners, the craft is making a startling comeback.
Connoisseurs say that the swords being produced now are the equal of anything
made in Japan in the past few hundred years. This book takes the reader into the
workshops of four of Japan's leading sword craftsmen. Each craftsman has a
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different role in the manufacture of a blade. Yoshindo Yoshihara, the swordsmith,
begins with raw steel made in a traditional charcoal-fueled smelter and refines it
by folding and forging, gradually shaping it into a sword with a hardened edge.
Okisato Fujishiro then sharpens and polishes the sword with fine stones to reveal
the color and texture of the steel. Metalworker Hiroshi Miyajima makes the small
copper-and-gold habaki collar that fits between the blade and the scabbard.
Finally, Kazuyuki Takayama carves the hilt and the scabbard out of a single
piece of wood. Black-and-white photographs show every stage of the
manufacture, while important information on history, metallurgy, and modern-day
appraisal is presented in an extensive introduction. The swords made in Japan
today are not, of course, intended for actual use. But their design, the quality of
their steel, and the techniques used to create them still derive from the sword's
historical function as a lethal hand-held weapon. A sword must be razor sharp,
light, well balanced, and strong, but not so brittle it will break. In the perfect
resolution of these qualities lie the beauty of the blade and the challenge of the
craft. This book demonstrates how brilliantly Japan's sword craftsmen today have
met this technological challenge. The impulse of the craft now is to preserve the
utilitarian object and yet create an enduring art for the modern age. While many
fine books on sword appreciation exist, these deal primarily with older blades or
problems of appraisal. The Craft of the Japanese Sword is the first book in
English devoted entirely to contemporary sword manufacture, and will thus be of
enormous value to metal artists everywhere, as well as to collectors and students
of weaponry.
Connoisseur's Book Japanese Swords is a Kodansha International publication.
Wolf Haas' Detective Brenner series has become wildly popular around the world
for a reason: They're timely, edgy stories told in a wry, quirky voice that's often
hilarious, and with a protagonist it's hard not to love. In this episode, Brennerforced out of the police force-tries to get away from detective work by taking a job
as the personal chauffeur for two-year-old Helena, the daughter of a Munich
construction giant and a Viennese abortion doctor. One day, while Brenner's
attention is turned to picking out a chocolate bar for Helena at a gas station,
Helena gets snatched from the car. Abruptly out of a job, Brenner decides to
investigate her disappearance on his own. With both parents in the public eye,
there's no scarcity of leads-the father's latest development project has spurred
public protest, and the mother's clinic has been targeted by the zealous leader of
an anti-abortion group. Brenner and God is told with a dark humor that leaves no
character, including Brenner, unscathed. Haas tells the story of a fallible hero
who can be indecisive and world-weary, baffled and disillusioned by what he
finds, but who presses forward nonetheless out of a stubborn sense of decency-a
two-year-old is kidnapped, so you find her, because that's just what you do.
Nakamura Taisaburo's landmark book on the art of the sword includes technical
information, thoughtful analysis, and fascinating recollections of his own training
and teaching. One of the most famous Japanese swordsmen of the twentieth
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century, Nakamura sensei is widely acknowledged as the preeminent
reinvigorator of the practice of tameshigiri (test cutting) as a test of technical and
spiritual mastery. The Spirit of the Sword--first published in Japanese in 1980,
now translated into English for the first time--is regarded by many as the most
complete of Nakamura's writings on Japanese swordsmanship. Here Nakamura
instructs the reader on the integration of iaido, kendo, and tameshigiri; the correct
mental approach to sword practice; training methods; numerous kata or forms; a
guide to sword maintenance; and historical notes on the use of the sword as a
weapon. Illustrated with over 800 original photographs, this book is a must-have
for any student of the Japanese sword and an excellent resource for sword
enthusiasts in general.
As the "soul of the samurai," the sword is famously both the symbol and
instrument of Japanese military prowess. Less known, at least in the west, is its
role as a fashion accessory or status symbol. More than the weapon itself, it was
the sword's metal fittings--from the hand guard to the small decorative plates on
the hilt--that reflected the complexities of samurai life. Some fittings were meant
to convey the honor and self-control expected of a samurai, while other, more
flamboyant fittings reflected the samurai's leisure-time persona as "man about
town." Later, when the wearing of swords spread beyond the samurai class, both
the decorative function of the fittings and the variety of their designs increased,
leading to some of the most accomplished metalwork ever created. Now in
paperback for the first time, Lethal Elegancepresents 150 of these remarkable
sword fittings, and is one of the few books to focus on their styles and
techniques. It discusses the visual effects achieved with different alloys, the
evolution of fittings following changes in warfare, symbolism and standards for
connoisseurship. Though these objects were created for violent ends, their
variety and beauty also reveal them as wonders of self-expression.
As the soul of the samurai, the sword is famously both the symbol and the
instrument of Japanese military prowess. Less known, at least in the West, is its
role as a fashion accessory or status symbol. And more than the weapon itself, it
was the sword's metal fittings that reflected the complexities of samurai life, from
codes of honor to flamboyant leisure - and that remain among the most
sophisticated and accomplished metalwork ever created. Lethal Elegance
presents 150 of these remarkable sword fittings, and is one of the few books in a
Western language to focus on their styles and techniques. It discusses the visual
effects achieved with different alloys, the evolution of fittings following changes in
warfare, the symbolism of motifs, and standards for connoisseurship. Nearly all
these fittings were once owned by trained swordsmen, and the weapons they
ornamented could surely inflict fatal wounds. But their extraordinary variety and
beauty also reveal them as wonders of self-expression and personal style.
Memorialized in countless books and movies, the history of Japan's fearsome
samurai warriors is known all over the world. Who can forget these Japanese
masters' skills with the sword? Today, samurai warriors no longer exist, but their
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legacy of swordsmanship endures. Now, the way of the samurai sword is learned
in the martial arts Iaijutsu and Kenjutsu. This book is the perfect introduction to
using this beautiful and ancient weapon. In Mastering the Samurai Sword, you'll
learn the sword's fascinating history, its evolution, and the philosophy behind its
use. You'll also learn practical guidance for mastering the sword itself. Full-color,
step-by-step photographs detail many of the most useful and famous samurai
moves, including: drawing the samurai sword guard positions, cutting blows, and
blocking falling and rolling techniques, and evasive strategies standing forms and
kneeling forms All of the martial arts techniques discussed in the book are
performed for readers in the downloadable material to help you perfect your form.
Beginners will learn everything from proper attire and behavior in the dojo to how
they might practice at home, while more experienced samurai swords people will
find a new appreciation for the deeper meaning and tradition behind the graceful
way of the sword.
In The Art of the Japanese Sword, master swordsmith Yoshindo Yoshihara offers
a detailed look at the entire process of Japanese sword making, including the
finishing and appreciation of Japanese blades. Japanese sword art stands out in
many ways: functionality as a weapon, sophisticated metallurgy and
metalsmithing, the shape of the blade itself—all contribute to the beauty of these
remarkable weapons. The Art of the Japanese Sword conveys to the reader
Japanese samurai sword history and Japanese sword care, as well as explaining
how to view and appreciate a blade. With 256 full-color pages, this sword book
illustrates in meticulous detail how modern craftsmen use traditional methods to
prepare their steel, forge the sword and create the unique hardened edge. By
gaining a good understanding of how a sword is made, the reader will be able to
appreciate the samurai sword more fully. Topics include: Appreciating the
Japanese sword History of the Japanese sword Traditional Japanese
steelmaking Making the sword Finishing the sword
no other culture has the sword been developed to such a level of technological
excellence and attained such a position of spiritual importance as in Japan. As a
cutting weapon, the fully developed curved sword of the samurai is extremely
effective. Complex traditional methods of forging, conducted according to the
ancient precepts of reverence and cleanliness of the Shinto religion, impart these
qualities to the swords. Countless varying hues and patterns of the crystalline
structures of steel, which result from special methods of forging and heat treating,
are visible on the surface of a finely polished blade.In these textures lies an
extraordinary and unique feature of the sword - the steel itself possesses an
intrinsic beauty. The Japanese sword has been appreciated as an art object
since its perfection some time during the tenth century AD.
With over 300 stunning photographs and woodblock prints along with extensive
historical and cultural commentary, Japanese Swords is the ultimate authority on
Samurai weaponry. Historically, Japanese warriors considered their swords to be
far greater than simple weaponry. Their swords were both lethal tools and divine
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companions — social and religious icons. Traditionally worn by the samurai as a
sign of social status, the Japanese sword represented the junction between the
reigning military class and those whom they ruled. Moreover, the samurai sword
was a technological and artistic marvel. Many scholars consider it to be the finest
sword ever constructed. In terms of symbolism and historical importance, no
other blade comes close to the Japanese sword. With a historical,
iconographical, and technological perspective, author Cohn M. Roach provides
an in-depth study of these magnificent weapons in Japanese Swords. This richly
illustrated sword book weaves the blade's primary influences together, tracking
its history and illuminating its progress from infancy to grandeur. By studying the
evolution of the Japanese sword from this perspective, we better understand
Japan and its warrior archetype. Combining research materials from multiple
disciplines, Roach uses his expertise as an educator to guide readers through
the sword's rise to greatness in a unique way. This book discusses the history,
development, and spiritual symbolism of the sword, as well as the esoteric
metallurgical techniques used in making it. It also covers the difficult training
practices used by skilled swordsmen. Japanese Swords also includes a
companion DVD featuring a beautifully-filmed documentary that explores the
traditional swordmaker's craft. The DVD also contains an introduction to the
Japanese sword at a sword shop in Kyoto and a visit to a dojo for a beginner's
class in the medieval sword-drawing art called iaido.
This best-selling handbook to the samurai sword details the origins and
development; its historical background, styles and famous schools; differences in
construction; and outlines methods of identifying and researching the sword, as
well as caring for it properly.
For 700 years Japanese civilization was dominated by a single warrior caste.
This project looks at the weaponry of Samurai men and women over the
centuries with specifically commissioned photography of reenactors wearing and
museum-quality clothing and weaponry.
The lineage of the Japanese sword can be traced back over a thousand years,
and throughout its long history the sword has emerged as one of Japan's most
durable cultural assets. Part of its mythical appeal lies in the unique harmony of
its historical roles as deadly hand-held weapon, embodiment of the samurai
spirit, and powerful symbol of warfare. The types of sword that have been made,
their forging methods, and the styles of blade have been influenced by historical
events and shaped by developments in the means of combat, giving rise to five
distinct periods and a host of styles and schools. The most recent period,
gendaito, began in the late nineteenth century, during Japan's drive to modernize
its military forces. The demand for traditional swords all but disappeared, and
many schools and styles became virtually extinct. In this authoritative new book,
Leon and Hiroko Kapp, together with leading swordsmith Yoshindo Yoshihara,
coauthors of the bestselling The Craft of the Japanese Sword, describe this most
recent period of sword history, and present the work of key craftsmen active
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today. Through a detailed chronicle of major events in the modern sword world,
the authors illustrate the developments in sword-making, its movement into
artistic spheres, and the challenges swordsmiths have faced over the last
century. Many of today's smiths seek to revive the ancient arts of sword forging,
and at the same time create a vital and meaningful artistic role for the sword in a
modern context. In part three of this book, the authors present informative
interviews with twenty-two modern smiths, who demonstrate how the blade's
aesthetic power derives from a symmetry of the sword's basic elements-steel,
shape, and texture-and this harmony affords the blade a singular and delicate
beauty. Part four widens the scope beyond swordsmiths to include perspectives
from other experts involved with gendaito, from martial arts practitioner to
metallurgist. The book also includes comprehensive and intricate lineage charts
of the major historical schools. The heightened aesthetic sense that
characterizes the contemporary sword and its production has ushered in what
can be categorized as a distinctly new era of sword history-shin-gendaito.
Throughout this book the authors make a compelling argument for the
introduction of this new term, which can more accurately reflect the dynamic
changes that have taken place in this most modern chapter of sword history.
Lavishly illustrated with rare historical photographs and works of the best smiths,
including Living National Treasures, this will be essential reading for the student
and connoisseur alike, as well as readers interested in skilled craftsmanship in
general.
Tsukamaki, combining aesthetics, form and function, is the deceptively simple
Japanese art of sword handle wrapping. Dr. Buck's work presents a general
historical overview of the evolution of Japanese samurai swords and sword
mounts, as well as step-by-step instructions and diagrams for 25 specific types of
sword handle wrapping. It also includes a compact visual glossary of Japanese
swords, general temper patterns and common signature characters. As a
reference book, it is both an excellent introduction to the art of Tsukamaki, and a
complete how-to guide for the beginner tsukamaki-shi, or sword handle wrapper.
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