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Uses an A to Z format to answer questions about the
history, people, societies and organizations, symbols,
and locations presented in the novel "The Da Vinci
Code."
In the tradition of Simon Winchester and Dava Sobel,
The Riddle of the Labyrinth: The Quest to Crack an
Ancient Code tells one of the most intriguing stories in
the history of language, masterfully blending history,
linguistics, and cryptology with an elegantly wrought
narrative. When famed archaeologist Arthur Evans
unearthed the ruins of a sophisticated Bronze Age
civilization that flowered on Crete 1,000 years before
Greece’s Classical Age, he discovered a cache of
ancient tablets, Europe’s earliest written records. For
half a century, the meaning of the inscriptions, and even
the language in which they were written, would remain a
mystery. Award-winning New York Times journalist
Margalit Fox's riveting real-life intellectual detective story
travels from the Bronze Age Aegean—the era of
Odysseus, Agamemnon, and Helen—to the turn of the
20th century and the work of charismatic English
archeologist Arthur Evans, to the colorful personal
stories of the decipherers. These include Michael
Ventris, the brilliant amateur who deciphered the script
but met with a sudden, mysterious death that may have
been a direct consequence of the deipherment; and Alice
Kober, the unsung heroine of the story whose
painstaking work allowed Ventris to crack the code.
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Explores the locations, historic events, landmarks,
people, and places found in "The Da Vinci Code."
The #1 New York Times Bestseller (October 2017) from
the author of The Da Vinci Code. Robert Langdon,
Harvard professor of symbology, arrives at the
ultramodern Guggenheim Museum Bilbao to attend the
unveiling of a discovery that “will change the face of
science forever.” The evening’s host is Edmond Kirsch,
a forty-year-old billionaire and futurist, and one of
Langdon’s first students. But the meticulously
orchestrated evening suddenly erupts into chaos, and
Kirsch’s precious discovery teeters on the brink of being
lost forever. Facing an imminent threat, Langdon is
forced to flee. With him is Ambra Vidal, the elegant
museum director who worked with Kirsch. They travel to
Barcelona on a perilous quest to locate a cryptic
password that will unlock Kirsch’s secret. Navigating the
dark corridors of hidden history and extreme religion,
Langdon and Vidal must evade an enemy whose allknowing power seems to emanate from Spain’s Royal
Palace. They uncover clues that ultimately bring them
face-to-face with Kirsch’s shocking discovery…and the
breathtaking truth that has long eluded us.
THE MOST CLOSELY GUARDED SECRET OF THE
WESTERN WORLD IS ABOUT TO BE REVEALED -AND YOU WILL NEVER SEE CHRISTIANITY IN THE
SAME LIGHT AGAIN. In a remarkable achievement of
historical detective work that is destined to become a
classic, authors Lynn Picknett and Clive Prince delve into
the mysterious world of the Freemasons, the Cathars,
the Knights Templar, and the occult to discover the truth
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behind an underground religion with roots in the first
century that survives even today. Chronicling their
fascinating quest for truth through time and space, the
authors reveal an astonishing new view of the real
motives and character of the founder of Christianity, as
well as the actual historical -- and revelatory -- roles of
John the Baptist and Mary Magdalene. Painstakingly
researched and thoroughly documented, The Templar
Revelation presents a secret history, preserved through
the centuries but encoded in works of art and even in the
great Gothic cathedrals of Europe, whose final chapter
could shatter the foundation of the Christian Church.
While Dan Brown was writing his fiction bestseller The
Da Vinci Code, Andrew Collins was setting out on a
quest to discover the truth behind the Holy Grail for
himself. Weaving the many existing Grail theories into
his own unique journey, Collins uncovers extraordinary
new evidence for its existence - and this time it is not just
fiction.
The Lost Mysteries of Leonardo The Da Vinci Codex is a
priceless collection of Leonardo's original work-- or is it?
When Da Vinci scholar Vance Erikson discovers that
several of the Codex's pages are forgeries, the search is
on for the genuine documents, which may hold startling
secrets and revelations. But Erikson is not the only one
seeking the missing pages. He soon finds himself the
target of a murderous conspiracy that dates back to the
dawn of Christianity itself. For the Da Vinci Codex is
more than just a precious document. It is also the key to
a long-lost discovery of frightening importance. Now, not
only Erikson's life but the future itself is at stake. Ultimate
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power is the prize for whomever seizes ... The Da Vinci
Legacy First published in 1983, The Da Vinci Legacy is
an engrossing international thriller. At the Publisher's
request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.
Some fifty years before Chrétien de Troyes wrote what is
probably the first and certainly the most influential story
of the Holy Grail, images of the Virgin Mary with a simple
but radiant bowl (called a “grail” in local dialect)
appeared in churches in the Spanish Pyrenees. In this
fascinating book, Joseph Goering explores the links
between these sacred images and the origins of one of
the West’s most enduring legends. While tracing the
early history of the grail, Goering looks back to the
Pyrenean religious paintings and argues that they were
the original inspiration of the grail legend. He explains
how storytellers in northern France could have learned of
these paintings and how the enigmatic “grail” in the
hands of the Virgin came to form the centerpiece of a
story about a knight in King Arthur’s court. Part of the
allure of the grail, Goering argues, was that neither
Chrétien nor his audience knew exactly what it
represented or why it was so important. And out of the
attempts to answer those questions the literature of the
Holy Grail was born.
The discovery of a mysterious object in the U.S. Capitol
building and a subsequent kidnapping lead Harvard
symbologist Robert Langdon into a web of mysterious codes,
secret locations, and hidden knowledge.
First published in 1202, Fibonacci’s Liber Abaci was one of
the most important books on mathematics in the Middle Ages,
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introducing Arabic numerals and methods throughout Europe.
This is the first translation into a modern European language,
of interest not only to historians of science but also to all
mathematicians and mathematics teachers interested in the
origins of their methods.
The Da Vinci Code, Dan Brown's best selling novel, purports
to be more than fiction: it claims to be based on fact and
scholarly research. Brown wants his readers to believe that
he is revealing the long-concealed truth about Jesus, Mary
Magdalene, and early Christianity, a truth that he says has
been suppressed by the malevolent and conspiratorial forces
of the Catholic Church. The novel alleges that there has been
throughout history a secret group of true followers of a
Gnostic Jesus and his wife, Mary Magdalene, the true "Holy
Grail." Almost everything most Christians and non-Christians
think they know about Jesus, according to Dan Brown, is
completely wrong, the result of Catholic propaganda
designed to hide the truth from the world. But are The Da
Vinci Code's claims fact or just plain fiction? Is the novel wellresearched as claimed? What is the truth about Jesus, Mary
Magdalene, and the early Church? Has the Catholic Church
distorted the real Jesus? Why is the novel so popular? What
about the anti-Catholic, anti-Christian agenda behind the
novel? Best selling author Carl Olson and journalist Sandra
Miesel answer these and other important questions. Their
painstaking research intoThe Da Vinci Code and its sources
reveals some surprising truths. No one who has read or heard
about The Da Vinci Code should miss this provocative and
illuminating book.
""
An "innovative" (The New Yorker) retelling of the story of
Dracula. Told with the flourish and poise of a talented
storyteller, Kostova turns the age-old tale into a compelling
"late night page-turner" (San Francisco Chronicle) When a
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young woman discovers a cache of ancient letters, she is
thrown into the turbulent history of her parents' dark pasts.
Uncovering a labyrinthine trail of clues, she begins to
reconstruct a staggering history of deceit and violence. Debut
novelist Elizabeth Kostova creates an adventure of
monumental proportions, a relentless tale that blends fact and
fantasy, history and the present, with an assurance that is
almost unbearably suspenseful and utterly unforgettable.
Many Christians want to witness for their faith, but they are
afraid they will not be able to answer questions that others
may ask of them. First Peter 3:15 reminds believers to always
be prepared to "make a defense to anyone who asks you for
a reason for the hope that is in you." Norman Geisler and
Chad Meister realize the fear of facing questions about the
Christian faith. Their book Reasons for Faith gives believers
grounded biblical apologetics to help them defend their faith.
By covering the importance of apologetics and then applying
apologetics to popular culture and theological issues, these
authors give all Christians the tools they need to stand firm in
their faith and to be able to share that faith in today's society.
Was Leonardo Da Vinci a member of the Priory of Sion, a
secret society reaching all the way back to the Crusades?
Does his famous painting, The Last Supper, contain a hidden
code about this society's most precious secret? Did Jesus
father children by Mary Magdalene? What was the Holy
Grail?The best-selling novel The Da Vinci Code by Dan
Brown has stirred the popular imagination by cleverly
interweaving theories about such questions with a fast-paced
fictional narrative. Many readers have been so swept away by
the drama of this murder mystery that they have accepted
Brown's fictional reconstruction of Christian origins and
medieval history as established fact.New Testament scholar
Robert M. Price, a member of the Jesus Seminar, examines
the creative uses of history in Brown's novel, showing that,
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however intriguing Brown's fictional speculations may be, the
real facts behind the novel are even more fascinating.What
does the best historical evidence say about the possibility that
Jesus might have survived the crucifixion? How did the
Gospels come to be accepted as the established accounts of
Jesus' life and why were other Gnostic traditions suppressed?
How did the Roman Emperor Constantine figure in the
development of Christian dogma? What was Mary
Magdalene's role in early Christianity and how was it adapted
in later attempts to develop a sacred feminine element in
Christianity? These are some of the important questions
about Christianity that Dr. Price pursues in this engrossing
discussion of Christian history.Price combines sophisticated
historical analysis with completely accessible and witty prose
in this enlightening, factually based analysis of Brown's
speculative bestseller.Robert M. Price (Selma, NC) is the
editor (with Jeffery Jay Lowder) of The Empty Tomb: Jesus
Beyond the Grave and The Journal of Higher Criticism. He is
also the author of The Incredible Shrinking Son of Man: How
Reliable Is the Gospel Tradition?, Deconstructing Jesus, The
Widow Traditions in Luke-Acts, and Beyond Born Again.
Many who have read the New York Times bestseller The Da
Vinci Code have questions that arise from seven codesexpressed or implied-in Dan Brown's book. In Breaking the
Da Vinci Code: Answers to the Questions Everyone's Asking,
Darrell Bock, Ph.D., responds to the novelist's claims using
central ancient texts and answers the following questions:
Who was Mary Magdalene? Was Jesus Married? Would
Jesus Being Single be Un-Jewish? Do the So-Called Secret
Gnostic Gospels Help Us Understand Jesus? What Is the
Remaining Relevance of The Da Vinci Code? Darrell Bock's
research uncovers the origins of these codes by focusing on
the 325 years immediately following the birth of Christ, for the
claims of The Da Vinci Code rise or fall on the basis of things
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emerging from this period. Breaking the Da Vinci Code, now
available in trade paper, distinguishes fictitious entertainment
from historical elements of the Christian faith. For by seeing
these differences, one can break the Da Vinci code.
Mary Magdalene is a larger figure than any text, larger than
the Bible or the Church; she has taken on a life of her own.
She has been portrayed as a penitent whore, a wealthy
woman, Christ's wife, an adulteress, a symbol of the frailty of
women and an object of veneration. And, to this day, she
remains a potent and mysterious figure. In the manner of a
quest, this book follows Mary Magdalene through the
centuries, explores how she has been reinterpreted for every
age, and examines what she herself reveals about woman
and man and the divine. It seeks the real Mary Magdalene in
the New Testament and in the Gnostic gospels where she is
extolled as the chief disciple of Christ. It investigates how and
why the Church recast her as a fallen woman, it traces her
story through the Renaissance when she became a goddess
of beauty and love, and it looks at Mary Magdalene as the
feminist icon she has become today.
Reinventing Jesus cuts through the rhetoric of extreme doubt
to reveal the profound credibility of historic Christianity.
Meticulously researched yet eminently readable, this book
invites a wide audience to take a firsthand look at the primary
evidence for Christianity's origins.
The acclaimed Bible scholar and author of The Historical
Jesus and God & Empire—“the greatest New Testament
scholar of our generation” (John Shelby Spong) —grapples
with Scripture’s two conflicting visions of Jesus and God, one
of a loving God, and one of a vengeful God, and explains how
Christians can better understand these passages in a way
that enriches their faith. Many portions of the New Testament,
introduce a compassionate Jesus who turns the other cheek,
loves his enemies, and shows grace to all. But the Jesus we
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find in Revelation and some portions of the Gospels leads an
army of angels bent on earthly destruction. Which is the true
revelation of the Messiah—and how can both be in the same
Bible? How to Read the Bible and Still be a Christian explores
this question and offers guidance for the faithful conflicted
over which version of the Lord to worship. John Dominic
Crossan reconciles these contrasting views, revealing how
different writers of the books of the Bible not only possessed
different visions of God but also different purposes for writing.
Often these books are explicitly competing against another,
opposing vision of God from the Bible itself. Crossan explains
how to navigate this debate and offers what he believes is the
best central thread to what the Bible is all about. He
challenges Christians to fully participate in this dialogue,
thereby shaping their faith by reading deeply, reflectively, and
in community with others who share their uncertainty. Only
then, he advises, will Christians be able to read and
understand the Bible without losing their faith.
What is the Da Vinci code and what is all the fuss about?
Despite being a work of fiction, the bestselling novel The Da
Vinci Code has a plot based on a number of concepts and
ideas that the author claims to be true. This little book
explores the locations, historical facts and theories, and the
sources of inspiration behind the novel in order to reveal the
true key to the Da Vinci code. Chapters cover: A summary of
Dan Brown’s book and characters; The search for the Holy
Grail and its meaning; People, societies and institutions;
Places of interest (including opening times, etc.); What does
this all mean? Where do we go from here?
THE HOLY GRAIL - The Truth Behind The Da Vinci Code &
The Legend of the Holy GrailThe term 'Holy Grail' is
commonly used to describe something that is out of reach,
difficult or impossible to obtain, an object or goal sought after
due to its great significance. But it is based on something that
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many people believe is real, while others think it no longer
exists and yet more are of the opinion that it is a fictitious item
that only existed in people's imagination. To the true
believers, the Holy Grail is something that has miraculous
powers and which has been sought after for many centuries
with no positive outcome. Numerous tales have been told
about the quest for the Holy Grail and its fascination lives on
to this day, largely due to the mystery that surrounds it and
the dearth of information that ensures its location, if there is
one, remains unidentified. The legend of the Holy Grail has
grown over the centuries, starting with the death of Jesus,
enhanced by the Arthurian legends of the Middle Ages and
reinforced by modern culture that includes films and novels. It
is a story of magical powers, heroic quests and, ultimately,
failure due to the continuing lack of knowledge about the Holy
Grail's whereabouts. The Holy Grail is thought by many to be
the most holy of all artefacts for Christians and it remains a
priceless yet elusive relic. The quest for it is considered to be
one of the great adventures although few get to undertake it
and, as yet, none have been truly successful. This book deals
with the search for the Holy Grail, and aims to uncover the
truth behind this world famous religious artefact. Does it
exist? Can it be found? Is there any truth in The Da Vinci
Code?
The murder of a world-famous physicist raises fears that the
Illuminati are operating again after centuries of silence, and
religion professor Robert Langdon is called in to assist with
the case.
A thrill-seeking Harvard linguistics professor and an
ultrasecret branch of the Catholic Church go head-to-head in
a race to uncover the secrets of the lost city of Atlantis. The
ruins of the technologically-advanced, eerily-enigmatic
ancient civilization promise their discoverer fame, fortune, and
power... but hold earth-shattering secrets about the origin of
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man. While world-famous linguist and archaeologist, Thomas
Lourds, is shooting a film that dramatizes his flamboyant life
and scientific achievements, satellites spot impossibly ancient
ruins along the Spanish coast. Lourds knows exactly what it
means: the Lost Continent of Atlantis has been found. The
race is on, and Lourds' challengers will do anything to get
there first. Whoever controls the Lost Continent will control
the world. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold
without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
As millions of readers worldwide react to Dan Brown’s The
Da Vinci Code, so do many scholars. The novel has become
a proxy debate for two compelling scholarly and social issues
of our time: the feminist/post-feminist challenge to patriarchal
authority; and the textual construction of meaning and value.
Presenting the feminine as both dominant and sacred brings
attention to every text which argues for dominance or divinity.
Traditional scholars are being challenged to defend their
disciplines and practices, to reassert the authority of their
knowledge base. Postmodern scholars are finding an
opportunity to explain to the world at large how texts
construct meaning and maintain power structures. These
essays examine resistance to the sacred feminine in
religious, cultural, and literary histories. Robert Davis explores
the return of the goddess to academic and popular
discussions. Deanna Thompson examines the apocryphal
evidence brought into the debate by the novel. Rachel
Wagner looks at the larger issue of postmodern textual
authority, and how Brown’s novel has brought Biblical
interpretation to popular awareness. Arlette Poland reviews
current feminist and academic thinking on textual versus
spiritual authority regarding the feminine divine. Other essays
identify the elusive and misunderstood sacred feminine in
religion and literature; in church teachings and practices; in
the variant Grail stories; in the mystery genre itself. Together,
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these essays place the reaction to these issues into broader
social and contemporary contexts.

244 BC Asoka the Great discovers an ancient and
terrible secret—a secret buried deep in the Mahabharata;
a secret that could destroy the world; a secret hidden
away for over 2300 years… Present Day A retired nuclear
scientist is murdered. He leaves only e-mails with clues
for his nephew. He and his friends follow a trail through
ciphers and 2000-year-old ruins. Pursued by powerful
dark forces, caught between the secrets of the past and
the intrigues of the present, can they unravel the mystery
before an unspeakable horror is unleashed on the world…
CHRISTOPHER C DOYLE graduated from St. Stephens
College, Delhi, with a degree in Economics and studied
Business Management at IIM Calcutta. Since childhood,
his literary mentors have been Jules Verne, HG Wells,
Isaac Asimov, Robert Heinlein, JRR Tolkein, Robert
Jordan and Terry Brooks. Christopher has written articles
on management and business for several publications,
and is regularly invited to speak at conferences. He
worked with leading multinationals before setting up a
strategic consultancy in India in partnership with a USbased firm. He is also a certified Executive Coach and
works with senior executives to help them achieve better
results in the workplace. Work aside, Christopher is a
musician and lives his passion for music through his
band called Mid Life Crisis which plays classic rock. He
lives in Gurgaon with his wife, daughter and two dogs.
The Mahabharata Secret is his debut novel. USP An IIM
graduate-turned-author, Christopher C Doyle is in the
same league as Chetan Bhagat and Amish Tripathi
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Mahabharata Secret blends mythology and history with
modern science and cutting edge technology A page
turner with hi-octane suspense and intrigue Readership
All fiction lovers, thriller junkies, history buffs, corporate
yuppies, educational institutes, libraries and general
trade readers.
A visual history of 100 years of filmmaking in New York
City, featuring exclusive interviews with NYC filmmakers
Fun City Cinema gives readers an in-depth look at how
the rise, fall, and resurrection of New York City was
captured and chronicled in ten iconic Gotham films
across ten decades: The Jazz Singer (1927), King Kong
(1933), The Naked City (1948), Sweet Smell of Success
(1957), Midnight Cowboy (1969), Taxi Driver (1976),
Wall Street (1987), Kids (1995), 25th Hour (2002), and
Frances Ha (2012). A visual history of a great American
city in flux, Fun City Cinema reveals how these classic
films and legendary filmmakers took their inspiration from
New York City’s grittiness and splendor, creating what
we can now view as “accidental documentaries” of the
city’s modes and moods. In addition to the extensively
researched and reported text, the book includes both
historical photographs and production materials, as well
as still-frames, behind-the-scenes photos, posters, and
original interviews with Noah Baumbach, Larry Clark,
Greta Gerwig, Walter Hill, Jerry Schatzberg, Martin
Scorsese, Susan Seidelman, Oliver Stone, and Jennifer
Westfeldt. Extensive "Now Playing" sidebars spotlight a
handful of each decade’s additional films of note.
Dan Brown’s mega-bestseller is now available for a new
generation of readers. This young adult adaptation is the
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perfect way to get ready for Origin, the latest novel
featuring the character Robert Langdon. It will remind
fans everywhere why the New York Times calls The Da
Vinci Code “blockbuster perfection.” Includes over
twenty color photos showing important locations,
landmarks, and artwork, taking readers from Paris to
London and beyond! The greatest conspiracy of the past
two thousand years is about to unravel. Robert Langdon,
professor of religious symbology at Harvard, is in Paris to
give a lecture. At the reception that follows, he is
scheduled to meet with a revered curator from the worldfamous Louvre museum. But the curator never shows
up, and later that night Langdon is awakened by
authorities and told that the curator has been found
dead. He is then taken to the Louvre—the scene of the
crime—where he finds out that baffling clues have been
left behind. Thus begins a race against time, as Robert
Langdon becomes a suspect and, with the help of
French cryptologist Sophie Neveu, must decipher a
mystifying trail of clues that the two come to realize have
been left specifically for them. If Robert and Sophie
cannot solve the puzzle in time, an ancient truth could be
lost forever—and they themselves might end up as
collateral damage. Praise for the adult edition of The Da
Vinci Code “WOW . . . Blockbuster perfection. An
exhilaratingly brainy thriller. Not since the advent of
Harry Potter has an author so flagrantly delighted in
leading readers on a breathless chase and coaxing them
through hoops.”—The New York Times “A new master of
smart thrills. A pulse-quickening, brain-teasing
adventure.”—People
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Keeping Da Vinci Code fans, conspiracy buffs, and
puzzle enthusiasts in mind, the mysterious Dr. Ian
Browne has woven a story of taut suspense and
shocking revelations. When Eric San Leté, visiting
curator of the Whitney Museum, is found dead, having
left only a cryptic message as a clue to his death—"Oh,
Rubik's Cube! / Oh, Unisex haircut! / Find Dan Black /
(Ehay idn'tday oday itway)—" Dan Black, professor of
modern art, and Saphie Paradise, French exchange
student, are sent on a whirlwind adventure to uncover
the most profound conspiracy in the history of the human
race. Except for the words, every aspect of The Da Vinci
Mole is accurate, and it reveals the truths behind some
of the great mysteries of the universe, including the
secret meaning of Jackson Pollock's paintings, why
Intelligent Design is actually correct, definitive proof of
the existence of God, the truth behind Area 51, the real
rationale for the conservative agenda, the secret plan of
the Scientologists, and what Karl Rove does in his spare
time.
The Da Vinci CodeA Quest for Answers
The stakes are raised when Langdon uncovers a
startling link. The late curator was involved in the Priory
of Sion - an actual secret society whose members
included Sir Isaac Newton, Botticelli, Victor Hugo, and
Da Vinci, among others. Langdon suspects they are on
the hunt for a breathtaking historical secret, one that has
proven through the centuries to be as enlightening as it
is dangerous. In a frantic race through Paris, and
beyond, Langdon and Neveu find themselves matching
wits with a faceless powerbroker who appears to
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anticipate their every move. Unless they can decipher
the labyrinthine puzzle, the Priory's secret - and an
explosive ancient truth - will be lost forever.
The Da Vinci Poems, the second book of poetry
produced by artist and writer Anthony (Tony) Crisafulli, is
inspired by the classic Italian fables that can be found
scribed throughout Da Vinci's famous notebooks. had
been doing research on Da Vinci's Last Supper when I
came across some fables in his notebooks. They were
delightful but surprisingly dark parables that seemed to
speak directly to the Renaissance as well as to the
present time. They were truly amazing and showed a
dimension of Da Vinci that I had never known before. So
when I finished writing my last book, I decided to do
something with them; firstly because they captivated me
and secondly because my children so enjoyed them. My
first attempt at translating Da Vinci's stories was an utter
failure. This was not because my translation was bad or
the stories uninteresting in English, but rather they
textually lacked the flow and surprise that Italian is so
adept at communicating. Over the next few weeks, I lived
with the texts that would not seem to let me be. One day,
without thinking, I began to see them in verse. Instantly, I
was pleased. Shortly after, I shared some of the poems
with my publisher and he encouraged me to continue on
and turn the collection into a book. A writer always has at
least one audience in mind when creating a work for the
public eye. I had two. The first audience was children.
Not typical children, but the sort that find pleasure in
reading deeper into a story -- those who seek to discover
the hidden references and the second meaning that
Page 16/21

Read Free The Davinci Code A Quest For
Answers Josh Mcdowell
peaks out from behind the curtain of symbols and
solitude. The other audience was my colleagues who are
artists and poets. This is my gift to them for all the
inspiration their work and friendship has provided me.
"When a story captures the imagination of millions, that's
magic. Can you qualify magic? Archer and Jockers just
may have done so."—Sylvia Day, New York Times
bestselling author Ask most people about massive
success in the world of fiction, and you’ll typically hear
that it’s a game of hazy crystal balls. The sales figures
of E. L. James or Dan Brown seem to be
freakish—random occurrences in an unknowable market.
But what if there were an algorithm that could reveal a
secret DNA of bestsellers, regardless of their genre?
What if it knew, just from analyzing the words alone, not
just why genre writers like John Grisham and Danielle
Steel belong on the lists, but also that authors such as
Junot Diaz, Jodi Picoult, and Donna Tartt had telltale
signs of success all over their pages? Thanks to Jodie
Archer and Matthew Jockers, the algorithm exists, the
code has been cracked, and the results bring fresh new
insights into how fiction works and why we read. The
Bestseller Code offers a new theory for why Fifty Shades
of Grey sold so well. It sheds light on the current craze
for dark heroines. It reveals which themes tend to sell
best. And all with fascinating supporting data taken from
a five-year study of twenty thousand novels. Then there
is the hunt for "the one"—the paradigmatic example of
bestselling writing according to a computer's analysis of
thousands of points of data. The result is surprising, a bit
ironic, and delightfully unorthodox. This book explains
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groundbreaking text-mining research in accessible terms
and offers a new perspective on the New York Times
bestseller list. It's a big-idea book about the relationship
between creativity and technology that will be
provocative to anyone interested in how analytics have
already transformed the worlds of finance, medicine, and
sports. But at heart it is a celebration of books for
readers and writers—a compelling investigation into how
successful writing works, and a fresh take on our
intellectual and emotional response to stories.
A journey of discovery-- " I never knew all that"--"I have
to admit: I'm hooked"--"That's pretty persuasive"--"What
does that tell you?"--"What difference does it make?"--A
quest fulfilled.
Do you have a real relationship with God, or do you just
have a religion? Do you know God, or do you just know
about God? In How Big Is Your God? Paul Coutinho, SJ,
challenges us to grow stronger and deeper in our faith
and in our relationship with God—a God whose love
knows no bounds. To help us on our way, Coutinho
introduces us to people in various world religions—from
Hindu friends to Buddhist teachers to St. Ignatius of
Loyola—who have shaped his spiritual life and made
possible his deep, personal relationship with God.
Da Vinci Codeis a modern-day publishing phenomenon.
With millions of copies in print, it is the most popular
adult novel of the 21st Century. In an introductory note,
author Dan Brown tells us that “all descriptions of
documents and secret rituals . . . are accurate.” But are
they? Many scholars and theologians have attacked the
book and the “facts” on which it is based. Some claim
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that Brown is anti-Catholic. Book clubs, reading groups,
dedicated web-sites and countless reviews and articles
in magazines and newspapers worldwide have fueled
the fire, makingDa Vinci Codenot only the most
successful book of its kind ever, but also the most
controversial. Now Martin Lunn, an expert historian,
reveals the truth behind Dan Brown’s research. The
reality of Catholic offshoot Opus Dei . . . the hard facts
about the bloodline of Christ and King David . . . the
origins of the Knights Templar and the infamous Priory of
Sion . . . the secrets of Temple Church and Rosslyn
Cathedral . . . the real Saunière . . . the mysteries of
Rennes-le-Château and much more. Da Vinci Code
Decodedalso provides an exhaustive tour of the
locations visited by the novel’s characters: The Louvre
Museum, l’Eglise de Saint-Sulpice and Rue Haxo in
Paris; Château Villette; Temple Church; Westminster
Abbey; Newton’s tomb; Chapter House; St. Faith’s
Chapel; Rosslyn Chapel and many others. Martin Lunnis
a recognized expert in the Davidic bloodline and other
issues presented inDa Vinci Code. He has a masters
degree in history and an extensive background in
journalism. He has lived throughout the Far and Middle
East, the US and several countries in Europe, currently
residing in Barcelona. He is also Grand Master of the
Dragon Society, founded originally in 1408 by King
Sigismund of Hungary.
In an era that has reclaimed many aspects of the
feminine, Margaret Starbird’s The Woman with the
Alabaster Jar stands out as a courageous exploration of
the scorned feminine in the Western religious tradition.
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But espousing the marriage between Jesus and Mary
Magdalene created a personal crisis for this Catholic
scholar. In The Goddess in the Gospels the author tells
how she was guided in her ever-deepening study of the
New Testament and the gematria--number coding of the
Greek alphabet--by an incredible series of
synchronicities that mirror the inner and outer worlds and
which reveal the Sacred Marriage of male and
female--the hieros gamous--leading to her own personal
redemption.
Since the Chinese translation of The Da Vinci Code was
released in China in 2004, the “Dan Brown Craze” has
swept across the country. All of Brown’s novels have
subsequently been translated into Chinese and sold
millions of copies. No living foreign writer has generated
so much media coverage and scholarship in China within
such a short period of time; not even Toni Morrison or
J.K. Rowling. Brown’s rendering of dichotomies, such as
science and religion, humanity and divinity, good and
evil, and liberty and privacy, resonates well with his
Chinese readers because they feel that these issues are
no longer irrelevant to them. They see an urgent need for
a revision, if not an entire redefinition, of their existing
beliefs and values. This book examines the plot,
characterization, themes, setting, codes, knowledge,
institutions, and techniques in his novels, and delivers a
careful textual analysis, a selective dissemination of
relevant information on different subjects, and a
perceptive comparison between Brown and other
Chinese and Western writers. As such, it shows how his
thrillers have been appreciated and studied in China, and
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what kinds of discoveries, challenges, controversies, and
insights have surfaced in the Chinese appreciation of
Brown’s novels. Furthermore, the book explores why the
“Dan Brown Craze” has lasted this long and exerted a
broad and far-reaching impact upon the reading, writing,
studying, translating, publishing, and marketing of fiction
in China.
Millions have been enthralled by The Da Vinci Code's
fascinating historical speculations-and the blockbuster
novel's audience has also made bestsellers of several
books offering to separate the facts from the fiction. This
comprehensive, encyclopedic volume is written by an
acclaimed medievalist-and takes an objective, historybased approach to the phenomenon and the questions it
has raised. The Real History Behind the Da Vinci Code
gives easy-to-find, clear answers about the people,
places, and events that play roles in Dan Brown's
tantalizing thriller in a lively, encyclopedic formatshedding new light on some of the deepest mysteries of
the Dark Ages.
Get the facts behind the sensational fiction! Dan Brown's
novel, The DaVinci Code, has stormed the bestseller
charts and both the book and upcoming film claim to be
based on truth- a truth shocking enough to rock the
foundations of Christianity. What is the truth? Could you
defend your faith if challenged by those who believe
Brown's fiction? Use this brief, practical book as a tool to
begin conversations, to explain your beliefs, or to get the
facts straight.
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