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End Of The Habsburgs
As China reclaims its position as a world power, Imperial Twilight looks back to tell the story of
the country’s last age of ascendance and how it came to an end in the nineteenth-century
Opium War. As one of the most potent turning points in the country’s modern history, the
Opium War has since come to stand for everything that today’s China seeks to put behind it.
In this dramatic, epic story, award-winning historian Stephen Platt sheds new light on the early
attempts by Western traders and missionaries to “open” China even as China’s imperial
rulers were struggling to manage their country’s decline and Confucian scholars grappled with
how to use foreign trade to China’s advantage. The book paints an enduring portrait of an
immensely profitable—and mostly peaceful—meeting of civilizations that was destined to be
shattered by one of the most shockingly unjust wars in the annals of imperial history. Brimming
with a fascinating cast of British, Chinese, and American characters, this riveting narrative of
relations between China and the West has important implications for today’s uncertain and
ever-changing political climate.
National Book Award finalist: This journey through fin-de-siècle Vienna is “a remarkable and
unusual slice of history” (Los Angeles Times). On January 30, 1889, at the champagnesplashed height of the Viennese Carnival, the handsome and charming Crown Prince Rudolf
shot and killed his teenage mistress and then himself in a suicide pact. The two shots that rang
out at Mayerling in the Vienna Woods echo still. A Nervous Splendor deftly tells the haunting
story of the prince and his city, where, in the span of only ten months, “the Western dream
started to go wrong.” Other young men with striking intellectual and artistic talents, all as
frustrated as the prince, moved through Vienna during this period—among them a young
Sigmund Freud, Gustav Mahler, Theodor Herzl, Gustav Klimt, and the playwright Arthur
Schnitzler, whose La Ronde was the great erotic drama of the fin de siècle. In this book, the
bestselling author of The Rothschilds and Thunder at Twilight creates a portrait of a time and
place that is “as lush, beguiling, and charming as an emperor’s waltz” (Publishers Weekly).
“A Nervous Splendor is my favorite book about Vienna.” —John Irving, New York
Times–bestselling author of Cider House Rules
Activists, ambassadors, and award-winning journalists offer their incisive analysis of the
American occupation of Iraq in this timely collection of essays, featuring the arresting
photography of Lynsey Addario. Topics include American economic interests in the war, the
mainstream media coverage that made it politically feasible, escalating abuse of Muslim
women by both American troops and an increasingly fundamentalist Middle East citizenry, the
profiteering of multinationals like Halliburton and Bechtel, and more. A bevy of contributors
includes Medea Benjamin, Kristina Borjesson, Amy Goodman, Amir Hussain, Naomi Klein,
Mark LeVine, Yanar Mohammed, Viggo Mortensen, and Ambassador Joseph Wilson. Includes
color photos throughout.
Once a soldier in an elite legion from the Danube, newly promoted centurion Aurelius Castus
now finds himself stuck in Britain’s provincial backwater. But when the king of the Picts, the
savages beyond Hadrian’s Wall, dies under mysterious circumstances, Castus is selected to
command the bodyguard of a Roman envoy sent to negotiate with the barbarians. What starts
as a simple diplomatic mission ends in bloody tragedy, and soon Castus and his men are
fighting for their lives—and it isn’t long before the legionnaire discovers that nothing about his
doomed mission was ever what it seemed. The first book in Ian James Ross’s Twilight of
Empire series, War at the Edge of the World is an exciting debut from an author as gifted at
telling a story as he is at bringing the Late Roman Empire to life.
Paul A. Cantor first probed Shakespeare’s Roman plays—Coriolanus, Julius Caeser, and
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Antony and Cleopatra—in his landmark Shakespeare’s Rome (1976). With Shakespeare’s
Roman Trilogy, he now argues that these plays form an integrated trilogy that portrays the
tragedy not simply of their protagonists but of an entire political community. Cantor analyzes
the way Shakespeare chronicles the rise and fall of the Roman Republic and the emergence of
the Roman Empire. The transformation of the ancient city into a cosmopolitan empire marks
the end of the era of civic virtue in antiquity, but it also opens up new spiritual possibilities that
Shakespeare correlates with the rise of Christianity and thus the first stirrings of the medieval
and the modern worlds. More broadly, Cantor places Shakespeare’s plays in a long tradition
of philosophical speculation about Rome, with special emphasis on Machiavelli and Nietzsche,
two thinkers who provide important clues on how to read Shakespeare’s works. In a
pathbreaking chapter, he undertakes the first systematic comparison of Shakespeare and
Nietzsche on Rome, exploring their central point of contention: Did Christianity corrupt the
Roman Empire or was the corruption of the Empire the precondition of the rise of Christianity?
Bringing Shakespeare into dialogue with other major thinkers about Rome, Shakespeare’s
Roman Trilogy reveals the true profundity of the Roman Plays.
The late German historian considers all forms and movements of human affairs as he predicts
the inevitable eclipse of Western civilization, in an abridged edition of the classic study, first
published more than eighty years ago. Reprint.
Passion, wealth, and murder come together in this unputdownable thriller from the New York
Times bestselling “queen of romantic suspense” (Booklist) Linda Howard. Roanna Davenport
grew up a wealthy orphan on her grandmother’s magnificent estate, Davencourt. There, she
wanted for nothing—except to be loved by her cousin Webb. When he marries another, Roanna
is devastated but life at Davencourt takes an even darker turn when Webb’s new wife is found
bludgeoned to death. After the shocking murder, Webb leaves for Arizona, abandoning the
privileged life that he had once believed was all he wanted. Years later, a grown-up Roanna
walks back into his life to bring him home. He’s shocked that the mischievous sprite he had
known in childhood has disappeared. Gone, too, is her passionate fire; in its place is ice that
melted at his touch but Webb can’t help but be drawn back to Davencourt, to Roanna, and to
the killer that once destroyed his life and waits only for the chance to finish the job. With Linda
Howard’s signature “fast-paced, intricately detailed romantic suspense” (Fresh Fiction),
Shades of Twilight will keep you riveted until the last page.
In 1806, the Holy Roman Empire ceased to exist when Francis II became Emperor of Austria.
112 years later, the Habsburg empire collapsed after the First World War after surviving many
tribulations. During the year of revolutions in 1848 the much-loved but incompetent Emperor
Ferdinand had abdicated in favour of his young nephew Francis Joseph. His long reign was
marked by defeat in several wars, family tragedies and scandals including the execution of his
brother Maximilian, Emperor of Mexico, the suicide of his son Crown Prince Rudolf, and the
assassinations of his wife Empress Elizabeth, and nephew Francis Ferdinand. He was
succeeded in 1916 by the succession of his great-nephew Charles, who abdicated in 1918 and
died after two unsuccessful attempts to regain the throne of Hungary, but his eldest son Otto
remained head of the family and Member of the European Parliament for twenty years. This
book looks at the final chapter of the Habsburgs, from the Napoleonic era to the age of the
dictators and post-war Europe.

The Habsburgs rank among the most celebrated ruling dynasties in history. At
one point, their territories stretched not only across Europe but across the globe,
into Asia, Africa and the Americas. By virtue of their long pre-eminence, the
family made an indelible mark on European affairs, shaping the course of
international politics and diplomacy, and knitting together the diverse peoples of
Central Europe. The story of the Habsburgs is theatrical and compelling, but it is
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also vital for understanding how kings ruled, nations rose, and societies changed
as modern Europe came into being. In this book, Benjamin Curtis explores both
the Spanish and Austrian branches of the dynasty, providing a concise,
comprehensive picture of the dynasty's development. This study clearly
demonstrates why the Habsburgs are considered the most consistently
accomplished practitioners of European dynasticism.
This collection contains four cases that chronicle Sherlock Holmes and Dr.
Watson’s quarter-century of espionage against the German Empire. As most
readers know, that campaign ended in triumph on the night of August 2, 1914.
Along the way, there were many ups and downs, some of them recorded in this
series… The Case of the Dying Emperor (1888). Our Heroes journey to
Charlottenburg to defend Frederick III, Germany’s stricken emperor, from the
wily machinations of the “Iron Chancellor,” Otto von Bismarck, and Frederick’s
cold and calculating son, the future “Kaiser Bill.” The Inconvenient Heir-Apparent
(1898). Holmes is summoned to Geneva by the legendary “Sisi,” Empress
Elisabeth of Austria, to “rake through the coals of Mayerling” and learn the true
fate of Crown Prince Rudolf, her dead son. A Scandal in Serbia (1903). The
actual events behind “A Scandal in Bohemia.” Get ready for surprising
revelations about that story’s heroine and meet two non-Bohemian kings, a
hapless queen, and conspirators who will light “the Balkan Powder Keg” that
sets off World War I. The Welbeck Abbey Shooting Party (1913). A prequel to
“His Last Bow.” Can Holmes save a threatened heir-apparent without
compromising his more vital mission to outwit a German spy? Can Watson spend
a week in the country with two beautiful, aristocratic ladies and still go home to
his third wife?
For fans of the worldwide phenomenon Twilight comes a bold reimagining of
Stephenie Meyer's novel, telling the classic love story but in a world where the
characters' genders are reversed. There are two sides to every story . . . You
know Bella and Edward, now get to know Beau and Edythe. When Beaufort
Swan moves to the gloomy town of Forks and meets the mysterious, alluring
Edythe Cullen, his life takes a thrilling and terrifying turn. With her porcelain skin,
golden eyes, mesmerizing voice, and supernatural gifts, Edythe is both
irresistible and enigmatic. What Beau doesn't realize is the closer he gets to her,
the more he is putting himself and those around him at risk. And, it might be too
late to turn back . . . With a foreword and afterword by Stephenie Meyer, this
compelling reimagining of the iconic love story is a must-read for Twilight fans
everywhere. The series has been praised as New York Times and USA Today
bestsellers, a Time magazine Best Young Adult Book of All Time, an NPR Best
Ever Teen Novel, and a New York Times Editor's Choice. Enrapturing millions of
readers since its first publication, Twilight has become a modern classic, leaving
readers yearning for more. It's here! #1 bestselling author Stephenie Meyer
makes a triumphant return to the world of Twilight with the highly anticipated
companion, Midnight Sun: the iconic love story of Bella and Edward told from the
Page 3/11

Read Free Twilight Of Empire The Tragedy At Mayerling And The End Of The
Habsburgs
vampire's point of view. "People do not want to just read Meyer's books; they
want to climb inside them and live there." -- Time "A literary phenomenon." -- The
New York Times
From the author who “wraps mystery, action, myth, and deceit into one page
turner of a book†? (Nerd Reactor) comesÂ Battle for Rome.Â War is on the
horizon for the Roman Empire, and only Maxentius, tyrant of Rome, stands
between the emperor Constantine and supreme power in the west. Aurelius
Castus is now a tribune in Constantine’s army. But this great honor brings new
challenges, and Castus is tormented by suspicions that his young wife has been
unfaithful. As Constantine becomes increasingly devoted to Christianity, he is
forced to ask himself whether he is following the wrong man. The approaching
war will decide the fate of the empire, but Castus’s own battle will carry him
much further—into the shadowy realms of treachery at the heart of Rome itself.
Catton deftly crafts one grand narrative out of three and reveals the perilous lives
of the white adventurers and their Indian families, who lived on the fringe of
empire.
Drawing on unpublished letters and rare primary sources, King and Woolmans
tell the true story behind the tragic romance and brutal assassination that
sparked World War I In the summer of 1914, three great empires dominated
Europe: Germany, Russia, and Austria-Hungary. Four years later all had
vanished in the chaos of World War I. One event precipitated the conflict, and at
its hear was a tragic love story. When Austrian heir Archduke Franz Ferdinand
married for love against the wishes of the emperor, he and his wife Sophie were
humiliated and shunned, yet they remained devoted to each other and to their
children. The two bullets fired in Sarajevo not only ended their love story, but also
led to war and a century of conflict. Set against a backdrop of glittering privilege,
The Assassination of the Archduke combines royal history, touching romance,
and political murder in a moving portrait of the end of an era. One hundred years
after the event, it offers the startling truth behind the Sarajevo assassinations,
including Serbian complicity and examines rumors of conspiracy and official
negligence. Events in Sarajevo also doomed the couple's children to lives of loss,
exile, and the horrors of Nazi concentration camps, their plight echoing the
horrors unleashed by their parents' deaths. Challenging a century of myth, The
Assassination of the Archduke resonates as a very human story of love
destroyed by murder, revolution, and war.
The screenwriter whose naval aviation book, Bogeys And Bandits, was adapted
for the television series, Pensacola: Wings of Gold, documents the story of a
crew of young naval aviators during the April 1945 battle of Okinawa, citing their
contributions to the campaign to enable an invasion of Japan. Reprint.
Ferocity, heroism, and savage bloodshed: the next gripping instalment in the
Twilight of Empire series. For fans of Ben Kane and Conn Iggulden. When the
simmering conflict between Rome and Persiathreatens once again to ignite into
open war, there is only one man the Emperor Constantine can trustto hold the
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eastern frontier. Aurelius Castus, retired general of the empire, has fought long
and hard for Rome. When the summons comes to command an army once more,
he obeys with a heavy heart. Is he still the fearsome fighting machine of old?Will
his young, ambitious officers respect and follow a great soldier of former days?
But when tragedy strikesthe imperial household, Castus must race to defend the
last bulwark standing against the might of Persia. In the pitiless heat of the Syrian
desert, engulfed by whirling sandstorms and facing a fearless, treacherous foe,
Castus knows that the fight ahead will be the fiercest he has ever known, and will
very probably be his last. 'I was immersed from the very first page. Wonderful
writing. Rich and evocative, astute and assured. Great stuff!' Giles Kristian,
bestselling author of Lancelot.
The soil of central India hides more than the bones of long-dead giants. The East India
Company is master of almost the entire subcontinent, but real power is now with the
Crown. Far from the great games of the empire, Captain William Henry Sleeman is
content to administer Jabalpur district and dig for remnants of petrified bones with his
charming and knowledgeable wife. Until he is tasked with investigating the activities of
an obscure group of criminals who are said to strangle their victims. As Sleeman
uncovers the many layers of the Phansigar problem, he finds a language unlike any
other, and a set of beliefs, lore and superstitions seemingly drawn from the soul of the
countryside. He finds orchards of corpses, and a hierarchy of stranglers, but also
ordinary men driven to murder. He hears subtle murmurs of discontentment at the
changes which have come to a land believed by some to be unchanging. He finds
auguries of a conflict to come. And behind it all, the legend of a mysterious, beautiful
man, whose capture might be the key to understanding the Phansigars. Sleeman’s
inquiries will make him confront the nature of his beloved adopted homeland and of the
mighty people in Calcutta who he serves. Through the prism of caste, the consequent
web of intricate social and cultural relationships, and the nature of travel in the
hinterland, he will see the real face of India and come across its uncomfortable, bleak
truths. But to unravel such truths is not easy…
"Twilight Man is biography, romance, and nonfiction mystery, carrying with it the bite of
fiction." -- Los Angeles Review of Books “In Twilight Man, Liz Brown uncovers a noir
fairytale, a new glimpse into the opulent Gilded Age empire of the Clark family.” —Bill
Dedman, co-author of The New York Times bestseller Empty Mansions: The
Mysterious Life of Huguette Clark and the Spending of a Great American Fortune The
unbelievable true story of Harrison Post--the enigmatic lover of one of the richest men
in 1920s Hollywood--and the battle for a family fortune. In the booming 1920s, William
Andrews Clark Jr. was one of the richest, most respected men in Los Angeles. The son
of the mining tycoon known as "The Copper King of Montana," Clark launched the Los
Angeles Philharmonic and helped create the Hollywood Bowl. He was also a man with
secrets, including a lover named Harrison Post. A former salesclerk, Post enjoyed a
lavish existence among Hollywood elites, but the men's money--and their
homosexuality--made them targets, for the district attorney, their employees and, in
Post's case, his own family. When Clark died suddenly, Harrison Post inherited a
substantial fortune--and a wealth of trouble. From Prohibition-era Hollywood to Nazi
prison camps to Mexico City nightclubs, Twilight Man tells the story of an illicit love and
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the battle over a family estate that would destroy one man's life. Harrison Post was
forgotten for decades, but after a chance encounter with his portrait, Liz Brown, Clark's
great-grandniece, set out to learn his story. Twilight Man is more than just a biography.
It is an exploration of how families shape their own legacies, and the lengths they will
go in order to do so.
Presents a biography of the emperor of Austria as well as a history of Europe during his
reign
On the 100th Anniversary of its sinking, King and Wilson tell the story of the Lusitania's
glamorous passengers and the torpedo that ended an era and prompted the US entry
into World War I. Lusitania: She was a ship of dreams, carrying millionaires and
aristocrats, actresses and impresarios, writers and suffragettes - a microcosm of the
last years of the waning Edwardian Era and the coming influences of the Twentieth
Century. When she left New York on her final voyage, she sailed from the New World to
the Old; yet an encounter with the machinery of the New World, in the form of a
primitive German U-Boat, sent her - and her gilded passengers - to their tragic deaths
and opened up a new era of indiscriminate warfare. A hundred years after her sinking,
Lusitania remains an evocative ship of mystery. Was she carrying munitions that
exploded? Did Winston Churchill engineer a conspiracy that doomed the liner? Lost
amid these tangled skeins is the romantic, vibrant, and finally heartrending tale of the
passengers who sailed aboard her. Lives, relationships, and marriages ended in the icy
waters off the Irish Sea; those who survived were left haunted and plagued with guilt.
Now, authors Greg King and Penny Wilson resurrect this lost, glittering world to show
the golden age of travel and illuminate the most prominent of Lusitania's passengers.
Rarely was an era so glamorous; rarely was a ship so magnificent; and rarely was the
human element of tragedy so quickly lost to diplomatic maneuvers and militaristic
threats.
An Economist Best Book of the Year A Financial Times Best Book of the Year Winner
of the the Pushkin House Russian Book Prize Finalist for the Lionel Gelber Prize An
Amazon Best Book of the Month (History) One of the world’s leading scholars offers a
fresh interpretation of the linked origins of World War I and the Russian Revolution
"Lieven has a double gift: first, for harvesting details to convey the essence of an era
and, second, for finding new, startling, and clarifying elements in familiar stories. This is
history with a heartbeat, and it could not be more engrossing."—Foreign Affairs World
War I and the Russian Revolution together shaped the twentieth century in profound
ways. In The End of Tsarist Russia, acclaimed scholar Dominic Lieven connects for the
first time the two events, providing both a history of the First World War’s origins from a
Russian perspective and an international history of why the revolution happened.
Based on exhaustive work in seven Russian archives as well as many non-Russian
sources, Dominic Lieven’s work is about far more than just Russia. By placing the
crisis of empire at its core, Lieven links World War I to the sweep of twentieth-century
global history. He shows how contemporary hot issues such as the struggle for Ukraine
were already crucial elements in the run-up to 1914. By incorporating into his book new
approaches and comparisons, Lieven tells the story of war and revolution in a way that
is truly original and thought-provoking.
From the award-winning historian, Saul David, the riveting narrative of the heroic US
troops, bonded by the brotherhood and sacrifice of war, who overcame enormous
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casualties to pull off the toughest invasion of WWII's Pacific Theater -- and the
Japanese forces who fought with tragic desperation to stop them. With Allied forces
sweeping across Europe and into Germany in the spring of 1945, one enormous
challenge threatened to derail America's audacious drive to win the world back from the
Nazis: Japan, the empire that had extended its reach southward across the Pacific and
was renowned for the fanaticism and brutality of its fighters, who refused to surrender,
even when faced with insurmountable odds. Taking down Japan would require an
unrelenting attack to break its national spirit, and launching such an attack on the island
empire meant building an operations base just off its shores on the island of Okinawa.
The amphibious operation to capture Okinawa was the largest of the Pacific War and
the greatest air-land-sea battle in history, mobilizing 183,000 troops from Seattle, Leyte
in the Philippines, and ports around the world. The campaign lasted for 83 bloodsoaked days, as the fighting plumbed depths of savagery. One veteran, struggling to
make sense of what he had witnessed, referred to the fighting as the "crucible of Hell."
Okinawan civilians died in the tens of thousands: some were mistaken for soldiers by
American troops; but as the US Marines spearheading the invasion drove further onto
the island and Japanese defeat seemed inevitable, many more civilians took their own
lives, some even murdering their own families. In just under three months, the world
had changed irrevocably: President Franklin D. Roosevelt died; the war in Europe
ended; America's appetite for an invasion of Japan had waned, spurring President
Truman to use other means -- ultimately atomic bombs -- to end the war; and more than
250,000 servicemen and civilians on or near the island of Okinawa had lost their lives.
Drawing on archival research in the US, Japan, and the UK, and the original accounts
of those who survived, Crucible of Hell tells the vivid, heart-rending story of the battle
that changed not just the course of WWII, but the course of war, forever.
A vivid historical account of the social world of Rome as it moved from republic to
empire. In 49 B.C., the seven hundred fifth year since the founding of Rome, Julius
Caesar crossed a small border river called the Rubicon and plunged Rome into
cataclysmic civil war. Tom Holland’s enthralling account tells the story of Caesar’s
generation, witness to the twilight of the Republic and its bloody transformation into an
empire. From Cicero, Spartacus, and Brutus, to Cleopatra, Virgil, and Augustus, here
are some of the most legendary figures in history brought thrillingly to life. Combining
verve and freshness with scrupulous scholarship, Rubicon is not only an engrossing
history of this pivotal era but a uniquely resonant portrait of a great civilization in all its
extremes of self-sacrifice and rivalry, decadence and catastrophe, intrigue, war, and
world-shaking ambition.
A journey inside the court of Britain's longest reigning monarch begins with the queen's
1897 Diamond Jubilee and moves back in time to chronicle her long reign, family
relationships, daily life, social and political duties, and more.
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize “Russo writes with a warm, vibrant humanity.... A stirring
mix of poignancy, drama and comedy.” —The Washington Post Welcome to Empire
Falls, a blue-collar town full of abandoned mills whose citizens surround themselves
with the comforts and feuds provided by lifelong friends and neighbors and who find
humor and hope in the most unlikely places, in this Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by
Richard Russo. Miles Roby has been slinging burgers at the Empire Grill for 20 years, a
job that cost him his college education and much of his self-respect. What keeps him
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there? It could be his bright, sensitive daughter Tick, who needs all his help surviving
the local high school. Or maybe it’s Janine, Miles’ soon-to-be ex-wife, who’s taken up
with a noxiously vain health-club proprietor. Or perhaps it’s the imperious Francine
Whiting, who owns everything in town–and seems to believe that “everything” includes
Miles himself. In Empire Falls Richard Russo delves deep into the blue-collar heart of
America in a work that overflows with hilarity, heartache, and grace.
In this international bestseller investigating the murder of the Russian Imperial Family,
Helen Rappaport embarks on a quest to uncover the various plots and plans to save
them, why they failed, and who was responsible. The murder of the Romanov family in
July 1918 horrified the world, and its aftershocks still reverberate today. In Putin's
autocratic Russia, the Revolution itself is considered a crime, and its anniversary was
largely ignored. In stark contrast, the centenary of the massacre of the Imperial Family
was commemorated in 2018 by a huge ceremony attended by the Patriarch of the
Russian Orthodox Church. While the murders themselves have received major
attention, what has never been investigated in detail are the various plots and plans
behind the scenes to save the family—on the part of their royal relatives, other
governments, and Russian monarchists loyal to the Tsar. Rappaport refutes the claim
that the fault lies entirely with King George V, as has been the traditional view for the
last century. The responsibility for failing the Romanovs must be equally shared. The
question of asylum for the Tsar and his family was an extremely complicated issue that
presented enormous political, logistical and geographical challenges at a time when
Europe was still at war. Like a modern day detective, Helen Rappaport draws on new
and never-before-seen sources from archives in the US, Russia, Spain and the UK,
creating a powerful account of near misses and close calls with a heartbreaking
conclusion. With its up-to-the-minute research, The Race to Save the Romanovs is
sure to replace outdated classics as the final word on the fate of the Romanovs.
A thought-provoking and penetrating account of the post-Cold war follies and delusions
that culminated in the age of Donald Trump from the bestselling author of The Limits of
Power. When the Cold War ended with the fall of the Berlin Wall, the Washington
establishment felt it had prevailed in a world-historical struggle. Our side had won, a
verdict that was both decisive and irreversible. For the world’s “indispensable nation,”
its “sole superpower,” the future looked very bright. History, having brought the United
States to the very summit of power and prestige, had validated American-style liberal
democratic capitalism as universally applicable. In the decades to come, Americans
would put that claim to the test. They would embrace the promise of globalization as a
source of unprecedented wealth while embarking on wide-ranging military campaigns to
suppress disorder and enforce American values abroad, confident in the ability of U.S.
forces to defeat any foe. Meanwhile, they placed all their bets on the White House to
deliver on the promise of their Cold War triumph: unequaled prosperity, lasting peace,
and absolute freedom. In The Age of Illusions, bestselling author Andrew Bacevich
takes us from that moment of seemingly ultimate victory to the age of Trump, telling an
epic tale of folly and delusion. Writing with his usual eloquence and vast knowledge, he
explains how, within a quarter of a century, the United States ended up with gaping
inequality, permanent war, moral confusion, and an increasingly angry and alienated
population, as well, of course, as the strangest president in American history.
Empress Elisabeth of Austria, known to her family as 'Sisi', belongs to a famous love
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story of European royalty. In 1853 the Emperor Franz Josef, the most eligible bachelor
in Europe, fell in love with her at first sight when she was 15. They were married the
next year. On the surface, it was a fairy-tale marriage, all the more poignant, with
hindsight, because her tragic death augured the twilight years of the Habsburg Empire.
First published in 1988, Brigitte Hamann's definitive biography tells Elisabeth's story
from her birth into Bavarian nobility to her assassination at the hands of an Italian
anarchist. In her lifetime she was idolised solely for her grace and beauty; but Hamann
shows us a stronger character, bitter at her marriage, seeking independence, and
struggling against the powerful influence of her mother-in-law, the Archduchess Sophie.
In the tradition of Erik Larson's Dead Wake comes The Last Voyage of the Andrea
Doria, about the sinking of the glamorous Italian ocean liner, including never-beforeseen photos of the wreck today. In 1956, a stunned world watched as the famous
Italian ocean liner Andrea Doria sank after being struck by a Swedish vessel off the
coast of Nantucket. Unlike the tragedy of the Titanic, this sinking played out in real time
across radios and televisions, the first disaster of the modern age. Audiences witnessed
everything that ensued after the unthinkable collision of two modern vessels equipped
with radar: perilous hours of uncertainty; the heroic rescue of passengers; and the final
gasp as the pride of the Italian fleet slipped beneath the Atlantic, taking some fifty lives
with her. Her loss signaled the end of the golden age of ocean liner travel. Now, Greg
King and Penny Wilson offer a fresh look at this legendary liner and her tragic fate.
Andrea Doria represented the romance of travel, the possibility of new lives in the new
world, and the glamour of 1950s art, culture, and life. Set against a glorious backdrop of
celebrity and La Dolce Vita, Andrea Doria's last voyage comes vividly to life in a
narrative tightly focused on her passengers – Cary Grant's wife; Philadelphia's
flamboyant mayor; the heiress to the Marshall Field fortune; and many brave Italian
emigrants – who found themselves plunged into a desperate struggle to survive. The
Last Voyage of the Andrea Doria follows the effect this trauma had on their lives, and
brings the story up-to-date with the latest expeditions to the wreck. Drawing on in-depth
research, interviews with survivors, and never-before-seen photos of the wreck as it is
today, The Last Voyage of the Andrea Doria is a vibrant story of fatal errors, shattered
lives, and the triumph of the human spirit.
On a snowy January morning in 1889, a worried servant hacked open a locked door at
the remote hunting lodge deep in the Vienna Woods. Inside, he found two bodies
sprawled on an ornate bed, blood oozing from their mouths. Crown Prince Rudolf of
Austria-Hungary appeared to have shot his seventeen-year-old mistress Baroness
Mary Vetsera as she slept, sat with the corpse for hours and, when dawn broke, turned
the pistol on himself. A century has transformed this bloody scene into romantic
tragedy: star-crossed lovers who preferred death together than to be parted by a cold,
unfeeling Viennese Court. But Mayerling is also the story of family secrets: incestuous
relationships and mental instability; blackmail, venereal disease, and political treason;
and a disillusioned, morphine-addicted Crown Prince and a naïve schoolgirl caught up
in a dangerous and deadly waltz inside a decaying empire. What happened in that
locked room remains one of history’s most evocative mysteries: What led Rudolf and
mistress to this desperate act? Was it really a suicide pact? Or did something far more
disturbing take place at that remote hunting lodge and result in murder? Drawing
interviews with members of the Habsburg family and archival sources in Vienna, Greg
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King and Penny Wilson reconstruct this historical mystery, laying out evidence and
information long ignored that conclusively refutes the romantic myth and the conspiracy
stories.
“A detailed and moving picture of how the Habsburgs suffered under the Nazi
regime…scrupulously sourced, well-written, and accessible.”—Publishers Weekly
(starred review) It was during five youthful years in Vienna that Adolf Hitler's obsession
with the Habsburg Imperial family became the catalyst for his vendetta against a
vanished empire, a dead archduke, and his royal orphans. That hatred drove Hitler's
rise to power and led directly to the tragedy of the Second World War and the
Holocaust. The royal orphans of Archduke Franz Ferdinand—offspring of an upstairsdownstairs marriage that scandalized the tradition-bound Habsburg Empire—came to
personify to Adolf Hitler, and others, all that was wrong about modernity, the twentieth
century, and the Habsburgs’ multi-ethnic, multi-cultural Austro-Hungarian Empire. They
were outsiders in the greatest family of royal insiders in Europe, which put them on a
collision course with Adolf Hitler. As he rose to power Hitler's hatred toward the
Habsburgs and their diverse empire fixated on Franz Ferdinand's sons, who became
outspoken critics and opponents of the Nazi party and its racist ideology. When
Germany seized Austria in 1938, they were the first two Austrians arrested by the
Gestapo, deported to Germany, and sent to Dachau. Within hours they went from
palace to prison. The women in the family, including the Archduke's only daughter,
Princess Sophie Hohenberg, declared their own war on Hitler. Their tenacity and
personal courage in the face of betrayal, treachery, torture, and starvation sustained the
family during the war and in the traumatic years that followed. Through a decade of
research and interviews with the descendants of the Habsburgs, scholar James Longo
explores the roots of Hitler's determination to destroy the family of the dead
Archduke—and uncovers the family members' courageous fight against the Führer.
Now optioned as a TV series for HBO, with executive producer George R. R. Martin! An
award-winning literary author enters the world of magical realism with her World
Fantasy Award-winning novel of a remarkable woman in post-apocalyptic Africa. In a
post-apocalyptic Africa, the world has changed in many ways; yet in one region
genocide between tribes still bloodies the land. A woman who has survived the
annihilation of her village and a terrible rape by an enemy general wanders into the
desert, hoping to die. Instead, she gives birth to an angry baby girl with hair and skin
the color of sand. Gripped by the certainty that her daughter is different—special—she
names her Onyesonwu, which means "Who fears death?" in an ancient language. It
doesn't take long for Onye to understand that she is physically and socially marked by
the circumstances of her conception. She is Ewu—a child of rape who is expected to live
a life of violence, a half-breed rejected by her community. But Onye is not the average
Ewu. Even as a child, she manifests the beginnings of a remarkable and unique magic.
As she grows, so do her abilities, and during an inadvertent visit to the spirit realm, she
learns something terrifying: someone powerful is trying to kill her. Desperate to elude
her would-be murderer and to understand her own nature, she embarks on a journey in
which she grapples with nature, tradition, history, true love, and the spiritual mysteries
of her culture, and ultimately learns why she was given the name she bears: Who Fears
Death.
Holmes is summoned to Geneva by the legendary “Sisi,” Empress Elisabeth of Austria,
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to “rake through the coals of Mayerling” and learn the true fate of Crown Prince Rudolf,
her dead son.
For decades, scientists and historians had been trying to solve the mystery of what had
happened at Mayerling. An Austrian "Mayerling buff" felt compelled to reach an
explanation in his own way: he secretly opened the grave of Baroness Vetsera at night,
stole the coffin with her remains, and had them examined by forensic physicians and
other specialists.
Thunder at Twilight is a landmark historical vision, drawing on hitherto untapped
sources to illuminate two crucial years in the life of the extraordinary city of Vienna-and
in the life of the twentieth century. It was during the carnival of 1913 that a young Stalin
arrived in Vienna on a mission that would launch him into the upper echelon of Russian
revolutionaries, and it was here that he first collided with Trotsky. It was in Vienna that
the failed artist Adolf Hitler kept daubing watercolors and spouting tirades at fellow
drifters in a flophouse. Here Archduke Franz Ferdinand had a troubled audience with
Emperor Franz Joseph-and soon the bullet that killed the Archduke would set off the
Great War that would kill ten million more. With luminous prose that has twice made
him a finalist for the National Book Award, Frederic Morton evokes the opulent, elegant,
incomparable sunset metropolis-Vienna on the brink of cataclysm.
A biography of Russia's last monarch provides new insights into his infamous
execution, his role as political leader and emperor, the Old Regime's collapse, and the
origins of the Bolshevik Revolution
Abundant, newly discovered sources shatter long-held beliefs The collapse of the
Soviet Union in 1991 revealed, among many other things, a hidden wealth of archival
documents relating to the imprisonment and eventual murder of Tsar Nicholas II, his
wife Alexandra, and their children. Emanating from sources both within and close to the
Imperial Family as well as from their captors and executioners, these oftencontroversial materials have enabled a new and comprehensive examination of one the
pivotal events of the twentieth century and the many controversies that surround it.
Based on a careful analysis of more than 500 of these previously unpublished
documents, along with numerous newly discovered photos, The Fate of the Romanovs
makes compelling revisions to many long-held beliefs about the Romanovs' final
months and moments.
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