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Who Was Mark Twain
For deft plotting, riotous inventiveness, unforgettable characters, and language that
brilliantly captures the lively rhythms of American speech, no American writer comes
close to Mark Twain. This sparkling anthology covers the entire span of Twain’s
inimitable yarn-spinning, from his early broad comedy to the biting satire of his later
years. Every one of his sixty stories is here: ranging from the frontier humor of “The
Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County,” to the bitter vision of humankind in
“The Man That Corrupted Hadleyburg,” to the delightful hilarity of “Is He Living or Is He
Dead?” Surging with Twain’s ebullient wit and penetrating insight into the follies of
human nature, this volume is a vibrant summation of the career of–in the words of H. L.
Mencken–“the father of our national literature.”
The New York Times Bestseller What if everything you think you know about addiction
is wrong? Johann Hari's journey into the heart of the war on drugs led him to ask this
question--and to write the book that gave rise to his viral TED talk, viewed more than 62
million times, and inspired the feature film The United States vs. Billie Holiday and the
documentary series The Fix. One of Johann Hari's earliest memories is of trying to
wake up one of his relatives and not being able to. As he grew older, he realized he had
addiction in his family. Confused, not knowing what to do, he set out and traveled over
30,000 miles over three years to discover what really causes addiction--and what really
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solves it. He uncovered a range of remarkable human stories--of how the war on drugs
began with Billie Holiday, the great jazz singer, being stalked and killed by a racist
policeman; of the scientist who discovered the surprising key to addiction; and of the
countries that ended their own war on drugs--with extraordinary results. Chasing the
Scream is the story of a life-changing journey that transformed the addiction debate
internationally--and showed the world that the opposite of addiction is connection.
In The Man Who Made Mark Twain Famous, Cappy McGarr shares how he became an
Emmy-nominated founder/executive producer of the Kennedy Center Mark Twain Prize
for American Humor, and got involved in national politics—all with charming southern
style and a self-deprecating sense of humor. For decades, Cappy McGarr has been in
the room where it happens. With The Man Who Made Mark Twain Famous, he’d like to
invite you into that room, complete with his color commentary on the other folks inside.
For the first time in print, Cappy reveals how the Mark Twain Prize was conceived, how
it changed venues and networks, and even how it almost wasn’t renewed after a
controversial first outing with Richard Pryor. From there, Cappy pulls back the curtain
for a behind-the-scenes look at over two decades of the Mark Twain Prize, sharing his
take on the Kennedy Center’s tributes to Pryor, Jonathan Winters, Carl Reiner, Whoopi
Goldberg, Bob Newhart, Lily Tomlin, Lorne Michaels, Steve Martin, Neil Simon, Billy
Crystal, George Carlin, Bill Cosby, Tina Fey, Will Ferrell, Ellen DeGeneres, Carol
Burnett, Jay Leno, Eddie Murphy, Bill Murray, David Letterman, Julia Louis-Dreyfus,
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and Dave Chappelle. Cappy also gives the inside scoop on several shows he produced
from the East Room of the White House, including the Gershwin Prize for Popular
Song. Plus, he tells tales from his involvement in national politics—including encounters
with the likes of President Lyndon B. Johnson, Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle,
Governor Ann Richards, President George W. Bush, President Barack Obama, and
many others. “Reading Cappy’s book is not unlike sitting down to dinner with him and
listening to the stories he has picked up from decades of rubbing elbows with political
leaders and comedians alike. There are historic set pieces. There are laughs and howls
and chuckles and chortles.” —Ken Burns Cappy is donating all of his proceeds from this
book to the Kennedy Center Arts Education Programs.
An anthology of the works of Mark Twain including the complete texts of Tom Sawyer
and Huckleberry Finn, selections from his travel and humorous sketches, and excerpts
from lesser-known novels. Texts are taken from first editions and include the original
illustrations.
Life on the Mississippi (1883) is a memoir by Mark Twain of his days as a steamboat
pilot on the Mississippi River before the American Civil War. It is also a travel book,
recounting his trip along the Mississippi River from St. Louis to New Orleans many
years after the war. The book begins with a brief history of the river as reported by
Europeans and Americans, beginning with the Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto in
1542. It continues with anecdotes of Twain's training as a steamboat pilot, as the 'cub'
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(apprentice) of an experienced pilot, Horace E. Bixby. He describes, with great
affection, the science of navigating the ever-changing Mississippi River in a section that
was first published in 1876, entitled "Old Times on the Mississippi". Although Twain was
actually 21 when he began his training, he uses artistic license to make himself seem
somewhat younger, referring to himself as a "fledgling" and a "boy" who "ran away from
home" to seek his fortune on the river, and playing up his own callowness and naïveté.
This is the only authoritative text of this late novel. It reproduces the manuscript which
Mark Twain wrote last, and the only one he finished or called the "The Mysterious
Stranger." Albert Bigelow Paine's edition of the same name has been shown to be a
textual fraud.
A fascinating exploration of how insights from computer algorithms can be applied to
our everyday lives, helping to solve common decision-making problems and illuminate
the workings of the human mind All our lives are constrained by limited space and time,
limits that give rise to a particular set of problems. What should we do, or leave undone,
in a day or a lifetime? How much messiness should we accept? What balance of new
activities and familiar favorites is the most fulfilling? These may seem like uniquely
human quandaries, but they are not: computers, too, face the same constraints, so
computer scientists have been grappling with their version of such issues for decades.
And the solutions they've found have much to teach us. In a dazzlingly interdisciplinary
work, acclaimed author Brian Christian and cognitive scientist Tom Griffiths show how
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the algorithms used by computers can also untangle very human questions. They
explain how to have better hunches and when to leave things to chance, how to deal
with overwhelming choices and how best to connect with others. From finding a spouse
to finding a parking spot, from organizing one's inbox to understanding the workings of
memory, Algorithms to Live By transforms the wisdom of computer science into
strategies for human living.
Here is the story of Tom, Huck, Becky, and Aunt Polly; a tale of adventures, pranks,
playing hookey, and summertime fun. Written by the author sometimes called "the
Lincoln of literature," The Adventures of Tom Sawyer was surprisingly neither a critical
nor a financial success when it was first published in 1876. It was Mark Twain's first
novel. However, since then Tom Sawyer has become his most popular work, enjoying
dramatic, film, and even Broadway musical interpretations.
Gathers all sixty of Twains stories, including tall tales, mysteries, sketches, and tales of travel
Twain's story is epic, comic and tragic. To retrace it all in illuminating detail, Powers draws on
the tens of thousands of Twain's letters and on his astonishing journal entries - many of which
are quoted here for the first time. Twain left Missouri for a life on the Mississippi during the
golden age of steamboats, enjoyed an uproariously drunken newspaper career in the Nevada
of the Wild West, and witnessed and joined the extremes of wealth and poverty of New York
City and of the Gilded Age. Through it all he observed, borrowed, stole and combined the
characters he met into the voice of America's greatest literature, attracting throngs of fans
wherever his undying lust for wandering took him. From Twain's wicked satire to his
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relationships with the likes of Ulysses Grant, this is a brilliantly written story that astounds,
amuses and edifies as only a great life can.
The Autobiography of Mark Twain is a collection of reminiscences and reflections. Twain
began dictating them in 1870, and in 1906 he published Chapters from My Autobiography in
twenty-five installments in the North American Review. He continued to write stories for his
autobiography, most of which weren’t published in his lifetime due to a lack of access to his
papers, or their private subject matters. After Twain’s death, numerous editors have tried to
organize this collection of published and unpublished autobiographical works, producing
various differing editions. The most recent attempt is by the Mark Twain Project at the
University of California, Berkeley, which published a three-volume edition; but, through what
many consider legal trickery, the University of California, Berkeley has claimed copyright on
that edition until 2047—137 years after Twain’s death. This Standard Ebooks production is
based on Harper and Brothers’ 1924 collection, compiled by Albert Bigelow Paine. This book
is part of the Standard Ebooks project, which produces free public domain ebooks.
A humorist, narrator, and social observer, Mark Twain is unsurpassed in American literature.
Best known as the author of The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain, not unlike his
protagonist, Huck, has a restless spirit. He found adventure prospecting for silver in Nevada,
navigating steamboats down the Mississippi, and making people laugh around the world. But
Twain also had a serious streak and decried racism and injustice. His fascinating life is
captured candidly in this enjoyable biography.
An in-depth biography of the man responsible for such classics as The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn and The Prince and the Pauper offers an account of the humorist's later
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years.
"Another grand slam collection." -- M. G. Paregian. In addition to the classic novels
"Adventures of Tom Sawyer" and "Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, "this set includes
"Humorous Stories and Sketches" (featuring "Fenimore Cooper's Literary Offenses," "The
Stolen White Elephant," and 5 other items) plus ""The Mysterious Stranger" and Other Stories"
("The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County" and 3 others).
New York Times Bestseller! A School Library Journal Best Book A never-before-published,
previously unfinished Mark Twain children's story is brought to life by Philip and Erin Stead,
creators of the Caldecott Medal-winning A Sick Day for Amos McGee. In a hotel in Paris one
evening in 1879, Mark Twain sat with his young daughters, who begged their father for a story.
Twain began telling them the tale of Johnny, a poor boy in possession of some magical seeds.
Later, Twain would jot down some rough notes about the story, but the tale was left unfinished
. . . until now. Plucked from the Mark Twain archive at the University of California at Berkeley,
Twain's notes now form the foundation of a fairy tale picked up over a century later. With only
Twain's fragmentary script and a story that stops partway as his guide, author Philip Stead has
written a tale that imagines what might have been if Twain had fully realized this work. Johnny,
forlorn and alone except for his pet chicken, meets a kind woman who gives him seeds that
change his fortune, allowing him to speak with animals and sending him on a quest to rescue a
stolen prince. In the face of a bullying tyrant king, Johnny and his animal friends come to
understand that generosity, empathy, and quiet courage are gifts more precious in this world
than power and gold. Illuminated by Erin Stead's graceful, humorous, and achingly poignant
artwork, this is a story that reaches through time and brings us a new book from America's
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most legendary writer, envisioned by two of today's most important names in children's
literature. A Bank Street College of Education Best Children's Book of the Year "Will capture
the imaginations of readers of all ages"--USA Today, ? ? ? ? (out of four stars) ? "Samuel
Langhorne Clemens himself would be proud."--Booklist, starred review ? "A cast of eccentric
characters, celestially fine writing, and a crusade against pomp that doesn't sacrifice
humor."--Publishers Weekly, starred review ? "Completing a story penned by arguably
America's greatest author is no easy feat, but the Caldecott-winning author-illustrator (and
husband-wife) team proves more than equal to the task. . . . A pensive and whimsical work that
Twain would applaud."--Kirkus, starred review ? "The combination of Twain's (often sarcastic)
humor and "lessons of life," a touch of allegory, and Stead's own storytelling skills result in an
awesome piece of fantasy."--School Library Journal, starred review ? "Beautifully understated
and nuanced illustrations by Erin Stead add the finishing flourishes to this remarkable
work."--Shelf Awareness, starred review "drawn with a graceful crosshatched intelligence that
seems close to the best of Wyeth."--Adam Gopnik, The New York Times "Twain and the two
Steads have created what could become a read-aloud classic, perfect for families to enjoy
together."--The Horn Book "Artful and meta and elegant"--The Wall Street Journal "Should
inspire readers young and old to seek further adventures with Twain."--The Washington Post
First published in 1890, ‘The Middle Toe of the Right Foot’ is a classic ghost story from
famous American author Ambrose Bierce. A gruesome and horrifying murder has taken place.
Manton, the only one left alive, flees the scene, leaving the house empty and abandoned.
When a group of young men stumble across the empty property many years later, strange and
unexplainable things start to happen. A terrifying tale suitable for all horror lovers. Ambrose
Page 8/21

Online Library Who Was Mark Twain
Bierce (1842 - 1914) was an American author, journalist, and poet, best known for his horror
and fiction stories. Born in Ohio to a large family, Bierce left home at 15 to become a printer’s
apprentice. Bierce saw action during the American Civil War, and his terrifying experiences
were recounted in horrifying and realistic detail in many of his stories such as ‘An Occurrence
at Owl Creek Bridge’ and ‘One of the Missing’. Bierce also become known for his ghost and
psychological horror stories, as well as his poetry. One of his most famous works is ‘The
Devil’s Dictionary’ which contained satirical definitions of English words. Bierce wrote a letter
to a friend in 1913 stating ‘I leave here tomorrow for an unknown destination’ before
mysteriously vanishing without a trace.

Mark Twain's novels are filled with humor, wit, and astounding insight into the
world of the 19th-century United States. Written entirely in the vernacular, these
classic satirical tales exposed the bigotry and hypocrisy of American life. The
cheerful Tom Sawyer, the goodnatured Huck Finn, the independent Hank
Morgan, and the well-meaning Tom Canty are quintessential Twain characters,
full of life, verve, and a sense of justice they often felt was missing from the world
around them. Included in this collection are four of his greatest and most popular
novels: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, A
Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court, and The Prince and the Pauper. They
are the perfect introduction to the work of one of America's foremost talents.
A series of sidesplitting adventures from the iconic American writer. Originally
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published over one hundred years ago, Roughing It tells the (almost) true story of
Mark Twain’s rollicking adventures across the United States. A hilarious account
of how the author tried finding wealth in the rocks of Nevada, it was published
before his most famous works and shows why he would grow to become one of
the most beloved American writers of all time. The story follows many of Twain’s
early adventures, including a visit to Salt Lake City, gold and silver prospecting,
real estate speculation, a journey to the Kingdom of Hawaii, and his beginnings
as a writer. Through his attempts to strike it rich, he meets a motley crew of
colorful people, while weaving through humorous mishaps and standing through
it all with the endearingly good humor for which he’s famous. The memoir
showcases Twain’s razor-sharp wit (as well as a healthy imagination), which
would later become his trademark style in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, and A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s
Court. From stagecoach travel to the etiquette of gold hunting, Roughing It
makes a classic addition to your Mark Twain library and is a perfect example of
how funny the world can be when you’re traveling with the right person.
Revered as one of America’s greatest humorists and author of the “Great
American Novel” (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn), the words of Samuel
Langhorne Clemens—more commonly known as Mark Twain—resonate as
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strongly today as they did when he wrote them more than a century ago. A close
friend of Nikola Tesla and heralded by William Faulkner as “the father of
American literature,” Twain’s wit, wisdom, and influence continues through the
present day. Printer, typesetter, steamboat pilot, miner, reporter, journalist,
author, inventor, humorist, investor, publisher, lecturer—Mark Twain was known
as many things during his lifetime and has had at least as many titles thrust upon
him since this death, but perhaps what he is best known for is being a source of
good old-fashioned common sense. Whatever the topic—whether science and
technology, life and love, history and culture, travel and exploration, civil rights
and human rights, labor and politics, or ethics and religion—Twain had much to
say and many ways to say it. Here, culled from his greatest novels, speeches,
letters, conversations, and lectures is the best wisdom and advice—humorous,
sardonic, and insightful as always.
Unintimidated by Old World sophistication or travel to undeveloped parts of the
globe, Mark Twain spent a surprising amount of time outside the continental
United States. Roy Morris, Jr. focuses on the dozen years he lived overseas and
the books he wrote encouraging middle-class Americans to follow him around the
world, at the dawn of mass tourism.
Mark Twain, the “Father of American Literature,” and renowned humorist,
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satirist, and commentator on humanity and American life, is best known for his
classic, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Twain’s body of work, however, is
expansive; from Adventures of Tom Sawyer and A Connecticut Yankee in King
Arthur’s Court to the travelogue The Innocents Abroad and essays on human
nature, religion, science, and literature, no aspect of life is left untouched by
Twain. His portrayal of American life, ripe with the contradictions of America’s
ideals and its actual practices, as well as his characters, at once fantastical and
completely human, provide a window onto humanity and social life. As the third
book in the Great Authors and Philosophy series, Mark Twain and Philosophy
reveals deeper issues raised by Twain’s work and speaks to his continued
relevance as a social commentator interrogating issues fundamental to our lives.
From slavery, freedom, and human rights, to science, parapsychology, and
religion, this book exposes how Twain’s body of work touches every corner of
human experience.
Mark Twain is perhaps the most widely read and enjoyed of all our national
writers. This Library of America collection presents his best-known works,
together for the first time in one volume. Tom Sawyer “is simply a hymn,” said its
author, “put into prose form to give it a worldly air,” a book where nostalgia is so
strong that it dissolves the tensions and perplexities that assert themselves in the
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later works. Twain began Huckleberry Finn the same year Tom Sawyer was
published, but he was unable to complete it for several more. It was during this
period of uncertainty that Twain made a pilgrimage to the scenes of his childhood
in Hannibal, Missouri, a trip that led eventually to Life on the Mississippi. The
river in Twain’s descriptions is a bewitching mixture of beauty and power,
seductive calms and treacherous shoals, pleasure and terror, an image of the
societies it touches and transports. Each of these works is filled with comic and
melodramatic adventure, with horseplay and poetic evocations of scenery, and
with characters who have become central to American mythology—not only Tom
Sawyer and Huck Finn, but also Roxy, the mulatto slave in Puddn’head Wilson,
one of the most telling portraits of a woman in American fiction. With each book
there is evidence of a growing bafflement and despair, until with Puddn’head
Wilson, high jinks and games, far from disguising the terrible cost of slavery,
become instead its macabre evidence. Through each of four works, too, runs the
Mississippi, the river that T. S. Eliot, echoing Twain, was to call the “strong brown
god.” For Twain, the river represented the complex and often contradictory
possibilities in his own and his nation’s life. The Mississippi marks the place
where civilization, moving west with its comforts and proprieties, discovers and
contends with the rough realities, violence, chicaneries, and promise of freedom
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on the frontier. It is the place, too, where the currents Mark Twain learned to
navigate as a pilot—an experience recounted in Life on the Mississippi—move
inexorably into the Deep South, so that the innocence of joyful play and boyhood
along its shores eventually confronts the grim reality of slavery. LIBRARY OF
AMERICA is an independent nonprofit cultural organization founded in 1979 to
preserve our nation’s literary heritage by publishing, and keeping permanently in
print, America’s best and most significant writing. The Library of America series
includes more than 300 volumes to date, authoritative editions that average
1,000 pages in length, feature cloth covers, sewn bindings, and ribbon markers,
and are printed on premium acid-free paper that will last for centuries.
Selected from Mark Twain's typescript.
"Familiarity breeds contempt — and children." "When angry, count to four; when
very angry, swear." "Heaven for climate. Hell for company." This attractive
paperback gift edition of the renowned American humorist's epigrams and
witticisms features hundreds of quips on life, love, history, culture, travel, and
other topics from his fiction, essays, letters, and autobiography.
This provocative, definitive biography explores the revealing and resonant
contradictions between the true character of Samuel Clemens and his self-created alter
ego, Mark Twain. Richly detailed and filled with new information from primary sources,
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Inventing Mark Twain traces an extraordinary life that led from Mississippi steamboats
to the California goldfields to cultural immortality as America's national philosopher.
Who Was Mark Twain?Penguin
You don't have to be a genius to sound like one. Here's a collection of the most
profound and provocative wit and wisdom in the English language in two lines or less.
Edited by entrepreneur John M. Shanahan, who created the wildly successful Hooked
on Phonics program, this wonderful book presents the best that has been thought and
said on every imaginable topic. Classified by such themes as "Truth, Lies, and
Deception," "Men, Women, and Relationships," and "Passions, Virtues, and Vices,"
these quotes contain timeless messages for all humankind. Oscar Wilde: "A man who
marries his mistress leaves a vacancy in that position." Charles de Gaulle: "The
cemetery is filled with indispensable men." Abraham Lincoln: "Nearly all men can stand
adversity, but if you want to test a man's character, give him power." Sophocles: "Men
of ill judgment oft ignore the good that lies within their hands, till they have lost it."
Perfect for anyone who has ever been left speechless, this book will make you as glib
as Oscar Wilde, as profound as Winston Churchill, and as wise as Aesop. Inspirational,
entertaining, and thought-provoking, this is one collection that no library or bookshelf
should be without.
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (often shortened to Huck Finn) is a novel written by
American humorist Mark Twain. It is commonly used and accounted as one of the first
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Great American Novels. It is also one of the first major American novels written using
Local Color Regionalism, or vernacular, told in the first person by the eponymous
Huckleberry "Huck" Finn, best friend of Tom Sawyer and hero of three other Mark
Twain books.The book is noted for its colorful description of people and places along
the Mississippi River. By satirizing Southern antebellum society that was already a
quarter-century in the past by the time of publication, the book is an often scathing look
at entrenched attitudes, particularly racism. The drifting journey of Huck and his friend
Jim, a runaway slave, down the Mississippi River on their raft may be one of the most
enduring images of escape and freedom in all of American literature.
An intimate look at Mark Twain that only he himself could offer, with added photos,
music, video, and more Enhanced eBook features added by scholar R. Kent
Rasmussen to this selection of Mark Twain’s autobiographical writings include: –
Contemporary advertisements for Mark Twain’s autobiographical writings from
newspapers around America – The only existing video of Mark Twain, taken by Thomas
Edison’s production company in 1909, soundtracked with the popular contemporary
song “In the Sweet Bye and Bye” – An expansive glossary linked with the text for a
richer reading experience A must-have for all lovers of Mark Twain, this selection opens
a rare window onto the writer’s life, particularly his early years. Born on November 30,
1835, in Florida, Missouri, Samuel Langhorne Clemens first used the pseudonym Mark
Twain while a journalist in Nevada in 1863. When his first major book, The Innocents
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Abroad, appeared six years later, he began what would become one of the most
celebrated and influential careers in American letters. Autobiographical Writings will
help readers know the author intimately and appreciate why, a century after his death,
he remains so vital and appealing.
"Against the assault of laughter nothing can stand," Mark Twain once wrote. In this sixth
volume in The Library of America's authoritative collection of his writings-the final
volume of his fiction-America's greatest humorist emerges in a surprising range of
roles: as the savvy satirist of The Gilded Age, the brilliant plotter of its inventive sequel,
The American Claimant, and, in two Tom Sawyer novels, as the acknowledged master
revisiting his best-loved characters. Also in this volume is the authoritative version of
Twain's haunting last novel, No. 44, The Mysterious Stranger, left unpublished when he
died. The Gilded Age (1873), a collaboration with Hartford neighbor Charles Dudley
Warner, sends up an age when vast fortunes piled up amid thriving corruption and a
city Twain knew well, Washington, D.C., full of would-be power brokers and humbug.
The novel also gives us one of Twain's most enduring characters, Colonel Sellers, who
returns in The American Claimant (1892), an encore performance that moves beyond
the worldly satire of its predecessor into realms of sheer inventive mayhem. Tom
Sawyer Abroad (1894) and Tom Sawyer, Detective (1896) extend the adventures of
Huck and Tom. No. 44, The Mysterious Stranger (1908), an astonishing psychic
adventure set in the gothic gloom of a medieval Austrian village, offers a powerful and
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uncanny exploration of the powers of the human mind. LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an
independent nonprofit cultural organization founded in 1979 to preserve our nation’s
literary heritage by publishing, and keeping permanently in print, America’s best and
most significant writing. The Library of America series includes more than 300 volumes
to date, authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length, feature cloth covers,
sewn bindings, and ribbon markers, and are printed on premium acid-free paper that
will last for centuries.
"First published in 1984 as The science fiction of Mark Twain by Archon Books ... North
Haven, CT"--T.p. verso.
This unique collection of Twain’s essential short stories and semiautobiographical
narratives is a testament to the author’s vast imagination. Featuring popular tales such
as “Jim Smiley and His Jumping Frog” and “The Man That Corrupted Hadleyburg,” as
well as some delightful excerpts from The Diaries of Adam and Eve, this compilation
also includes darker works written in the author’s twilight years. These selections
illuminate the depth of Twain’s artistry, humor, irony, and narrative genius.
Who Is Mark Twain? is a collection of twenty six wickedly funny, thought-provoking essays by
Samuel Langhorne Clemens—aka Mark Twain—none of which have ever been published before,
and all of which are completely contemporary, amazingly relevant, and gut-bustingly hilarious.
Mark Twain, the American comic genius who portrayed, named, and in part exemplified
America’s “Gilded Age,” comes alive in Justin Kaplan’s extraordinary biography. With brilliant
immediacy, Mr. Clemens and Mark Twain brings to life a towering literary figure whose dual
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persona symbolized the emerging American conflict between down-to-earth morality and
freewheeling ambition. As Mark Twain, he was the Mississippi riverboat pilot, the satirist with a
fiery hatred of pretension, and the author of such classics as Tom Sawyer andHuckleberry
Finn. As Mr. Clemens, he was the star who married an heiress, built a palatial estate, threw
away fortunes on harebrained financial schemes, and lived the extravagant life that Mark
Twain despised. Kaplan effectively portrays the triumphant-tragic man whose achievements
and failures, laughter and anger, reflect a crucial generation in our past as well as his own
dark, divided, and remarkably contemporary spirit. Mr. Clemens and Mark Twain brilliantly
conveys this towering literary figure who was himself a symbol of the peculiarly American
conflict between moral scrutiny and the drive to succeed. Mr. Clemens lived the Gilded Life
that Mark Twain despised. The merging and fragmenting of these and other identities, as the
biography unfolds, results in a magnificent projection of the whole man; the great comic spirit;
and the exuberant, tragic human being, who, his friend William Dean Howells said, was “sole,
incomparable, the Lincoln of our literature.”
Everyone knows the story of the raft on the Mississippi and that ol' whitewashed fence, but
now it’s time for youngins everywhere to get right acquainted with the man behind the pen. Mr.
Mark Twain! An interesting character, he was...even if he did sometimes get all gussied up in
linen suits and even if he did make it rich and live in a house with so many tiers and gazebos
that it looked like a weddin’ cake. All that’s a little too proper and hog tied for our narrator,
Huckleberry Finn, but no one is more right for the job of telling this picture book biography than
Huck himself. (We’re so glad he would oblige.) And, he’ll tell you one thing—that Mr. Twain
was a piece a work! Famous for his sense of humor and saying exactly what’s on his mind, a
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real satirist he was—perhaps America’s greatest. Ever. True to Huck’s voice, this picture book
biography is a river boat ride into the life of a real American treasure.
"It's no wonder that truth is stranger than fiction. Fiction has to make sense." - Mark Twain
Within your hands is a glimpse into the life, mind, soul, and "truth" of cherished American icon,
Mark Twain. This uncensored autobiography is not only a legacy he left behind, but also a gift
to all. Mark Twain was born Samuel Langhorne Clemens in 1835 in Florida, Missouri. He grew
up on the shores of the Mississippi River and took his pen name from the way Mississippi
steamboat crews measured the river's depth (the cry "Mark twain!" meant the river was at least
12 feet deep and safe to travel). Twain wrote prolifically, publishing novels, travelogues,
newspaper articles, short stories, and political pamphlets. His best-known works are The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876) and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1885). On the
surface, these novels are gripping adventure stories of boys running free on the Mississippi.
However, on a deeper level, these novels are also serious works of social criticism. Written
while America was still recovering from the Civil War and adjusting to the abolition of slavery,
Twain's two best-known Mississippi River adventure tales also measure the depth of America's
new economic and social realities. His most personal and insightful writing came when he
created his, "Final (and Right) Plan"-a free-flowing biography of the thoughts and interests he
had toward the end of his life as he spoke his "whole frank mind." Along with the plan, came
the instruction that the enclosed autobiography writings not be published in book form until 100
years after his death. Today, we honor the life and writings of Mark Twain by publishing his
personal opus-to reacquaint ourselves with the wit, wisdom, and ideals of this legendary
American icon.
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